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Henry  asks  Muslims 
to  grant  freedom 


By  Louis  Moore 


Pictured  from  left  are  Polly  Swan,  Nancy  Brown,  and  Dorothy  Fuller  who  participated  in  a  drama  revival  at  Woodland  Hills 
Church,  Jackson. 

Festival  of  Faith:  sermons  in  drama 


Woodland  Hills  Church,  Jackson, 
held  a  Festival  of  Faith  drama 
revival,  Mar.  29-April  1,  with  more 
than  17  “sermons.”  But  neither  the 
pastor  Bill  Fuller  nor  the  evangelist 
Mark  Tullos  preached  the  sermons. 

The  messages  came  from  the 
membership  of  the  church  which  per¬ 
formed  a  series  of  dramatic  presen¬ 
tations  to  tell  of  the  need  for  salvation, 
evangelism,  and  discipleshiD. 

The  photo  above  tells  in  humorous 
form  of  three  ‘^children”  trying  to  get 
God  to  give  them  a  doll.  They  finally 
decided  that  “God  Ain’t  Magic,”  which 
is  the  title  of  the  sketch. 

More  than  80  church  members  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  revival.  Tullos,  who 
set  up  the  program  months  ahead  of 
time,  worked  with  Fuller  and  church 


By  Tim  Nicholas 

staffers  and  Vicki  Prather,  who 
volunteered  as  drama  coordinator. 

After  Fuller  and  Tullos  decided  on 
the  needs  for  the  revival  and  picked 
the  appropriate  sketches,  members 
had  to  memorize  parts.  Tullos,  who 
works  out  of  Tioga,  La.,  returned  for 
several  rehearsals. 

One  member  commented  that  he 
had  never  seen  the  church  family  so 
unified  and  cooperating  together.  The 
church’s  deaf  choir  signed  offertory 
music. 

There  was  a  youth  effort  with  youth 
director  Steve  McKinion,  bringing  in 
43  unchurched  teens  and  a  children’s 
emphasis,  a  double  bubble  club,  coor¬ 
dinated  by  Sandy  Meredith. 

In  addition  to  acting,  singing,  cook¬ 


ing,  inviting,  visiting,  and  standing  on 
tall  ladders,  the  effort  was  bathed  in 
prayer.  Said  Fuller,  there  was  a 
special  reminder  for  members  to 
“whisper  a  prayer”  when  they  saw  a 
red  dot  placed  on  members’  wrist 
watches. 

Members  now  plan  to  utilize  green 
dots  to  signify  wanting  God  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  use  what  was  begun  during 
the  revival  week. 

In  addition  to  three  professions  of 
faith,  the  revival  “glorified  our  bless¬ 
ed  savior  and  affirmed  the  members 
of  the  family  of  God  here,”  said  Fuller. 
“In  a  day  where  people  are  more  ac¬ 
customed  to  entertainment,  to  be 
spiritually  impacting,  we  need  to  be 
willing  to  venture  into  some  of  these 
new  areas.” 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  -  Southern 
Baptist  theologian  Carl  F.H.  Henry 
has  called  upon  all  evangelical  Chris¬ 
tians  to  champion  religious  freedom 
for  the  entirety  of  humankind. 

The  end  to  communism  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union 
does  not  eliminate  all  the  -restraints 
imposed  on  religious  freedom 
worldwide,  he  said. 

“In  view  of  the  lifting  of  restrictions 
on  Christianity  by  Soviet  sphere  na¬ 
tions,  the  repressive  treatment  of 
Christian  minorities  by  Islamic  na¬ 
tions  and  by  communist  mainline 
China  becomes  glaringly  con¬ 
spicuous,"  Henry  told  participants  at 
the  25th  annual  Christian  Life  Cofh- 
mission  seminar  in  Washington 
March  3. 

Henry  singled  out  Saudi  Arabia  as 
a  prime  example  of  religious  in¬ 
tolerance,  but  also  fired  verbal  shots 
at  Turkey,  Egypt,  Israel,  China,  and 
the  American  secular  culture. 

He  said  Saudi  Arabia  “not  only 
refuses  to  approve  of  basic  religious 
liberties,  but  it  also  withholds  from 
Christians  even  the  dhimma,  or  pro¬ 
tection,  of  the  ongoing  practice  of 
Christianity. 


“Something  is  terribly  amiss  when 
500,000  men  and  women  fight  a  war 
for  liberty  and  freedom  while  at  the 
same  time  they  themselves  are 
denied  the  very  thing  they  are  fighting 
for  —  the  basic  principle  of  freedom, 
including  religious  liberty  even  for 
American  workers  living  within  Saudi 
Arabian  borders.” 

“Saudi  Arabia  is  a  good  place  to 
begin  since  Muslims  at  least  enjoy 
religious  tolerance  in  New  York,  Lon¬ 
don,  and  iff  many  other  countries  of 
the  world,”  he  said.  “Foreign  workers 
in  Saudi  Arabia,  both  civilian  and 
military,  must  be  free  to  worship  God 
in  good  conscience.  They  must  be 
allowed  to  possess  Bibles,  to  display 
religious  symbols,  and  to  meet  at  con¬ 
gregations  for  worship. 

“It  is  time  that  the  United  States 
link  military  and/or  economic  aid  — 
exempting  only  emergency 
humanitarian  assistance  —  with  in¬ 
sistence  on  the  right  of  all  foreign 
workers  residing  in  Saudi  Arabia  to 
openly  practice  their  religious  faith 
without  harassment,  persecution  and 
punishment.” ' 

Moore  writes  for  CLC. 


Lessons  from  six  cities 

ST.  LOUIS  (BP)  —  Seminary  professor  Ebbie  Smith  detailed  a  “biblical 
basis  for  ministry”  during  a  “Models  for  Metropolitan  Ministry”  conference 
in  St.  Louis. 

Smith,  professor  of  Christian  ethics  and  missions  at  Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth,  Ttexas,  based  his  remarks  on  six  cities  described  in  the  Bible. 
Those  cities  and  their  applicable  lessons  are: 

—  Sodom :  God’s  judgment  on  the  city  —  our  warning. 

—  Babylon:  God’s  rejection  on  the  city  —  our  terror 

—  Nineveh:  God's  desire  for  the  city  —  our  mandate. 

—  Jerusalem :  God’s  love  for  the  city  —  our  example. 

—  Antioch:  God’s  reach  toward  the  city  —  our  methodology. 

—  The  New  Jerusalem :  God’s  ideal  for  the  city  —  our  goal. 


1,000  cities  schedule  prayer  meetings  for  May  7 


Organizers  of  a  national  prayer  ef¬ 
fort  scheduled  for  May  7  say  the  event 
is  now  scheduled  in  approximately 
1,000  cities  in  America. 

Meet  At  City  Hall  asks  individuals 
to  meet  at  their  local  city  hall  on  the 
National  Day  of  Prayer,  May  7,  from 
12: 20  till  12:40  p.m.  and  spend  twenty 
minutes  praying  for  a  moral  rebirth 
in  America. 

“From  the  commitments  we  have 
now  received,  we  project  that  Meet  At 
City  Hall  will  be  observed  in  over  1,000 

{ides  and  the  number  could  go  higher, 
t  will  no  doubt  be  the  largest  public 
prayer  meeting  in  the  history  of  this 
country,”  said  Donald  E.  Wildmon, 
Tupelo,  chairman  of  the  event. 


Carroll-Montgomery 
to  hear  Trent  Lott 

Residents  of  Carroll  and  Mont¬ 
gomery  Cpunties,  along  with 
members  of  all  faiths.across  the  na¬ 
tion,  will  bow  their  heads  together  in 
prayer  al^part  of  the  National  Day  of 
Prayer,  May  7. 

The  activities  will  be  coordinated  by 
the  Carroll-Montgomery  Baptist 
Association. 

Harvey  Overstreet,  chairman  of 
publicity,  said  he  hoped  the  National 
Day  of  Prayer  would  inspire  a 
“general  awakening  of  prayer” 
throughout  the  area  and  the  U.S. 


said.  He  said  the  need  for  a  spiritual 
rebirth  was  becoming  greater  every 
day. 

People  of  all  faiths  and  denomina¬ 
tions  are  encouraged  to  participate  in 
the  event. 

In  Winona,  a  prayer  breakfast  will 
'be  held,  May  7,  followed  with  noon 
prayer  either  at  the  City  Hall  or  the 
Montgomery  County  Courthouse  On 
May  8,  Senator  Lott  will  attend  a  rally 
and  address  the  crowd  on  the  need  for 
a  resurgence  of  morality. 

Local  efforts  to  encourage  prayer 
are  part  of  a  growing  movement 
across  the  nation  called  “Meet  At  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall.” 

Members  of  the  Carroll  and  Mont¬ 
gomery  County  committees  involved 


include  the  following:  Ron  Ballard, 
chairman/moderator;  L.  V.  Powell, 
co-chairman/moderator;  Lanelle 
Black,  secretary-treasurer;  Johnny 
Walker,  breakfast  chairman;  and  C. 
J.  Carson,  co-chairman. 

Other  officers  include  La  von  Hat- 
ten,  chairman  of  the  noon  meeting, 
and  Nelson  Forrest,  co-chairman; 
Ron  Ballard,  chairman  for  rally,  and 
L.  V.  Powell,  cochairman;  Harvey 
Overstreet,  chairman  of  publicity,  and 
Martha  Bailey,  cochairman. 

Individuals  of  churches  desiring 
more  information  about  Meet  at  City 
Hall  should  write  or  call :  Meet  at  Ci¬ 
ty  Hall,  Post  Office  Drawer  2440, 
Tupelo,  MS  38803,  phone  601/844-5036. 


GIVE  GOD  HIS  PART  FIRST 


Honor  the-  lord  with  you*  wealth, 

WITH  THE  FIR6TFRU  \1S  OF  ALLMDUR  CROPS 
V  THEN  YOUR  BARMS  WILL  BE  FILLED 
^  7D  OVERFLOWING  AND  >OUR  HR Sir 
VAT6  WILL  BRIM  OVER  WITH  «U\ 
m  THE  NEWLY  PRE55E0  JUICE 
Ha  of  the S  *  1m 


:Guy  Henderson 


live  Pro-  About  $20.9  million  will  be  given  Program  support  The  Stewardship 

with  all  to  the  Cooperative  Program  in  our  Department  of  the  Mississippi 

the  smallest  state:  over  $13  million  will  go  to  Baptist  Convention  Board  ana  its 
or  largest  church  to  have  an  impact  Mississippi  causes  and  almost  $8  director,  David  Michel,  tell  us: 
on  the  world.  Prior  to  1923,  our  million  will  go  to  SBC  causes.  —  4  out  of  10  churches  rive 

giving  to  missions  was  erratic  and  Think  of  all  the  causes  that  will  3%  or  less  to  the  Cooperative  Pro- 

there  was  a  need  for  stable,  pre-  share  in  this  gift:  Christian  ednca-  gram 

dictable  support  The  amazing  part  tion,  evangelism  and  missions,  —  3  out  of  4  churches  give 

is,  it  is  a  voluntary  giving  effort  on  church  service  ministries  and  sup-  10%  or  less  to  the  Cooperative 
the  part  of  the  local  church.  port  ministries.  It  will  help  feed  a  Program 

I  met  an  appointed  missionary  in  child  at  Children’s  Village,  provide  —  3  out  of  20  churches  give 

the  Northeast  who  had  to  go  out  a  small  check  for  a  retired  pastor,  between  11%  and  13%  to  the 
among  the  churches  and  raise  his  fund  a  ministry  at  P archman  Cooperative  Program 
support.  He  was  earnest,  hard  prison,  and  speak  in  a  half-dozen  —  1  out  of  11  churches  gives 

working,  and  faithful,  hut  alas,  his  languages  to  ethnic  groups  in  our  over  15%  to  the  Cooperative  Pro- 

spealring  was  not  inspiring.  He  had  state.  Foreign  and  home  missions  gram. 

been  trying  for  two  years  to  raise  will  share  in  this  along  with  six  For  67  years  the  Cooperative 
his  salary  and  get  to  the  mission  seminaries  and  other  SBC  agen-  Program  has  served  us  well.  We’ve 
field.  There  was  cause  anew  to  he  des.  yet  to  discover  a  way  to  fund  tnis- 

grateful  for  the  Cooperative  Pro-  We  participate  in  manifold  min-  sion  work  that  can  go  to  so  many 
gram.  istries  as  we  give  through  the  places  and  abide  so  persistently. 

In  Mississippi  63%  of  CP  dollars  Cooperative  Program.  The  Cooperative  Program  is  not  a 

is  used  in  our  state,  and  37%  sent  Mississippi  Is  one  of  the  top  sacred  cow,  but  it  Is  a  “sacred 
to  SBC  agencies  and  institutions,  states  per  capita  in  Cooperative  how”  for  Southern  Baptists. 


It  is  called  the  C 
gram.  It  links  cht 


CHURCHES  CELEBRATE 
COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM  DAY 
APRIL  12,  1992 


A  deadly  virus 


By  Chauncey  Daley  missionary  Teiiowsni 

The  present  controversy  has  known  as  the  Convention  Operat-  and  work  with  Harold  Bennett  * 

overshadowed  another  Southern  ing  Budget.  For  many  years  this  until  Bennett’s  retirement  Sept.  30.  if  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  Trott  of  Brazil  fame;  0 

Baptist  illness  which  in  the  long  was  a  relatively  small  amount,  but  In  the  meantime,  Bennett  will  awarded  battle  ribbons  they  would  Indy  Whitten  of  Spain  i 

tun  could  prove  more  deadly  than  not  now.  receive  his  $120, 000-plus  annual  have  been  covered,  plus  several  as  MBCB  prayer  coordir 

the  doctrii  ll  dispute.  This  is  the  Although  the  Southern  Baptist  salary.  He  also  will  receive  a  Purple  Hearts  thrown  m.  It  was  the  of  their  children  are  serv 
virus  of  materialism.  Convention  Cooperative  Program  $22,000  retainer  fee  through  Dec.  meeting  of  the  Mississippi  Mis-  eign  missionaries,  and  ai 

Until  recently,  the  most  flagrant  goal  has  not  been  fully  met  in  sev-  31.  Other  benefits  include  a  1993  sionary  Fellowship  meeting  at  adopted  ten  Spanish-spei 

example  of  this  virus  was  the  eral  years,  the  Executive  Commit-  Lincoln  Town  Car,  expenses  paid  Camp  Garaywa.  There  were  32  dren.  The  Martin  Loci 

deposing  of  Lloyd  Elder  as  presi-  tee  is  asking  for  $4,211,070  next  for  him  and  his  wife  to  attend  SBC  representing  over  900  years  of  sented  the  MKs. 

dent  of  the  Sunday  School  Board,  year.  This  is  a  4.67%  increase  annual  meetings  for  life,  and  missionary  service.  Marjorie  and  Earl  Kell 

and  the  installation  of  James  Drap-  while  other  Convention  agencies  expenses  for  the  two  of  them  to  Comrades  were  remembered  in  the  group  of  the  18  mot 
er  as  the  new  president.  The  early  are  being  asked  to  take  a  0.36%  cut  attend  Baptist  World  Alliance  prayer.  Ralph  and  Cora  Joyce  ing  as  mission  volunteer 

retirement  package  for  Elder  was  next  year.  meetings  during  Bennett’s  tenure  Davis  were  not  present.  He  is  east  Asia...  from  Kati 

shockingly  extravagant  and  the  The  Executive  Committee  has  *  as  a  BWA  vice  president.  recovering  from  heart  surgery.  Harold  Watson’s  exp< 

salary  plus  benefits  for  the  new  other  sources  of  income,  but  $3.2  Where  does  this  money  come  Antonina  Canzoneri,  retired  from  farm  on  Mindanao  Isis 

president  befit  a  major  corporate  million  of  the  $4  million-plus  will  from?  It  comes  from  the  hearts  and  Nigeria,  takes  care  of  her  94-year-  visited  200  missionary 

executive  more  than  a  denomina-  be  Cooperative  Program  funds.  In  hands  of  ordinary  Baptists,  taught  old  mother.  The  Ralph  Calcotes  and  flew  on  97  different 

tional  servant.  early  days  of  Cooperative  Program  to  tithe  through  their  churches  with  told  of  their  son  returning  to  Japan  Their  frequent  flyer  c; 

A  more  recent  instance  of  this  promotion,  we  boasted  of  the  small  the  assurance  their  gifts  will  be  on  business,  saying,  “I  finally  Henry  Kissinger’s _ so 

virus  is  the  severance  package  for  amount  used  for  administration,  used  to  send  the  gospel  to  the  understand  what  you  mean  bv  lies,  heart-wrenchin 

Southeastern  Seminary  president,  Not  so,  now!  world.  God’s  call.”  /*  requests,  and  downright 

Louie  Drummond.  It  appears  to  be  Here  are  some  items  in  this  A  large  percentage  of  Baptist  Glenn  and  Polly  Morris  told  of  happenings.  Marjorie 

a  buy-off  of  one  trustee-elected  $4,111,070  budget:  a  Church  of  laity  does  not  realize  the  extent  of  35  years  in  Thailand  without  missionary  returning  to 

president,  now  being  ushered  out  Christ  minister  has  been  employed  this  materialism.  State  papers  have  spring,  fall,  or  winter,  but  lots  of  on  emergency  leave, 

m  order  to  reward  another  with  the  as  chief  parliamentarian  for  the  access  to  these  facts,  hut  most  equatorial  summer.  Win  Apple-  helper  was  also  coming 

post  1992  annual  Convention  meeting.  Southern  Baptists  never  read  their  white,  missionary  surgeon  in  never  been  far  from  I 

The  current  example  of  this  He  will  be  paid  $1,000  preparation  state  papers.  Some  editors  are  Indonesia,  and  his  wife  LaVeme  province,  and  a«i»vi  a  lc 

materialistic' virus  is  within  none  fee;  $1,000  a  day  for  six  days  in  reluctant  to  trust  readers  with  this  talked  with  his  former  nurse  tions.  Timidly  she  aski 

other  than  the  Executive  Commit-  Indianapolis  (though  the  Conven-  kind  of  information.  Martha,  who  married  Dolton  Hag-  had  a  bathroom  on  the  ai 

toe  of  the  Southern  Baptist  Con-  don  only  lasts  three  days);  $123  an  Jesus  warned  that  one  serving  gan  and  served  17  years  as  mis-  “Yes,  they  have  nice  hi 
vend  on.  This  powerful  committee  hour  for  any  pre-  or  post-Conven-  him  must  deny  himself,  take  up  his  sionary  to  the  Choctaws.  Cecile  She  paused  for  a  lonj 
recommends  how  every  penny  of  tion  consultations;  plus  travel,  cross,  and  follow  him.  He  asked  and  Mark  Alexander  expressed  then  asked,  “Mom,  are  tl 

Cooperative  Program  funds  reach-  hotel,  and  other  expenses.  what  it  should  profit  one  who  gratitude;  Mar  del  Plata  in  inside  or  the  outside  c 

ing  Nashville  is  to  be  divided  The  first  year  salary  of  Executive  gained  the  whole  world,  but  lost  Argentina  finally  has  a  couple  to  plane?” 

among  Southern  Baptist  agencies  Committee  President-elect  Morris  his  soul.  replace  them.  The  Mayhalls  of  For  sheer  enjoymi 

—  except  the  Sunday  School  Chapman  will  be  $120,000.  The  Not  only  individuals,  but  church-  Nigeria  are  now  retired  in  Magee;  groups  have  a  great  ti 

Board,  which  receives  no  Coopera-  chairman  of  the  search  committee  es  and  denominations  can  lose  their  and  James  and  Zelma  Foster,  in  they  get  together.  Few  w 

tive  Program  funds.  which  recommended  Chapman  souls.  For  Southern  Baptists,  it’s  Jackson,  and  he  does  play  the  the  fellowship  of  the  n 

The  Executive  Committee  also  reported  this  salary  is  less  than  the  time  to  rise  up  and  shout,  marimba.  The  Jim  Hartfiekb  trans-  family  We  left  Garayw 

recommends  its  own  appropriation,  retiring  president but  prudent  in  “Enough!"  ferred  their  mission  form  in  Mexi-  GAs  arrived  and  many  o 

with  which  it  does  its  administra- .  tight  of  tight  Convention  finances.  Daley  is  editor  emeritus,  Ken-  co  to  Hattiesburg;  Edd  and  Freda  the  look  of  missionaries, 

tive  work.  This  appropriation  is  Chapman  will  take  office  June  13  tacky  WESTERN  RECORDER. 
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aptist  benefactor  cuts  FMB  from  bulk 


from  basic  differences  between  While  the  decision  was  not 
him  and  the  agency’s  trustees  and  directly  related  to  Paries’  decision 
lack  of  clear  support  from  trustees  to  retire,  Cochrane  said  it  was 
for  him  to  stay  through  1995,  a  based  on  his  growing  “disenchant- 
date  he  had  requested  earlier.  ment”  wit#  the  trustees’  direction 

But  Cochrane  told  Baptist  Press  and  what  he  called  their  failure  to 
he  made  his  final  decision  “six  to  follow  Parks’  leadership.  “I’m 
nine  months  ago”  to  remove  the  very,  very  disappointed  (about  the 
board  from  his  will.  He  had  not  direction  of  the  board),”  said 
intended  to  make  it  public  “now  or  Cochrane,  himself  a  former  board 
ever,”  he  said,  but  responded  to  trustee.  “I’ve  been  hurt  for  four  or 
specific  questions  from  the  Rich-  five  years  now.  As  I  see  it,  they’re 
mond  Times-Dispatch,  which  first  trying  to  recy.de  everyone  and 
reported  the  story.  (See  COCHRANE  on  page  8) 

House  passes  “black 
market  tax”  bill 


The  Second  Front  Page 


By  Paul  G.  Jones 

On  Thursday,  April  2,  the  Mis-  allow  illegal  activity  to  exist  and 
sissippi  House  of  Representatives  profit  from  it  than  to  enforce  exist- 
passed  House  Bill  1465  which  mg  laws  and  to  encourage  the  pun- 
would  place  a  tax  on  illegal  gam-  ishment  of  criminal  activity, 
bling  activities.  Called  by  many  a  During  the  debate  in  the  House 
bill  to  create  a  “Mack  market  tax,”  of  Representatives,  several  amend- 
HB  1465  had  been  defeated  on  ments  altered  the  original  bill.  Any 
Wednesday,  April  1,  but  under  a  reference  to  illegal  gambling  was 
motion  of  reconsideration  was  deleted  from  the  bill.  As  amended, 
revoted  on  and  was  approved.  the  bill  would  also  place  an  offi- 

The  bill,  on  the  surface,  would  cial  state  label  or  “other  official 
assess  a  tax  on  illegal  video  gam-  indicie”  on  the  unlawful  machine, 
bling  machines.  Realistically,  the  giving  it  the  appearance  of  being 
proposed  legislation  would  be  a  officially  sanctioned, 
public  admission  that  it  is  better  to  (See  BLACK  MARKET  on  Dane  8) 
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Agencies  drop  plans 
for  F  ellowship  exhibit 
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NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Seven  out 
of  eight  Southern  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  agencies  changed  their  minds 
last  week  about  sponsoring  ex¬ 
hibits  at  the  Cooperative  Baptist 
Fellowship  annual  meeting  in  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  April  30-May  2. 

Baptist  Press  learned  the  Radio 
and  TV  Commission,  as  of  late 
April  1,  decided  to  opt  out  of  an 
exhibit  at  the  Fellowship’s 
Resource  Fair  at  Fort  Worth’s  Tar¬ 
rant  County  Convention  Center. 
However,  the  Annuity  Board  told 
Baptist  Press  late  April  2  it  has  not 
changed  its  plans  to  have  an  exhib¬ 
it  and  earlier  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union,  an  auxiliary  to  the  SBC, 
indicated  it  also  would  sponsor  an 
exhibit 

In  addition,  a  Southern  Seminary 
spokesman  told  Baptist  Press  late 
April  1  the  seminary  would  not 


have  a  formal  exhibit  Originally, 
four  of  the  six  SBC  seminaries  — 
Midwestern,  New  Orleans,  South¬ 
ern,  and  Southwestern  —  had 
planned  to  use  a  joint  display  at 
the  Fellowship  meeting. 

However,  all  have  since  decided 
against  the  exhibit  but  some  will 
sponsor  alumni  meetings. 

In  addition  to  the  seminaries, 
other  SBC  agencies  deciding  last 
week  not  to  exhibit  include:  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board,  Brotherhood 
Commission,  and  Radio  and  TV 
Commission. 

The  decisions  came  somewhat  as 
a  surprise  because  of  the  timing. 
All  seven  agencies  made  the 
changes  public  last  week. 
Although  there  were  several  sug¬ 
gestions  as  to  why,  sources  said 
the  explanation  by  James  T.  Drap¬ 
er  Jr.,  president  of  the  Sunday 


School  Board,  probably  came  as 
close  to  stating  the  real  reason  as 
any. 

Draper,  in  making  the  SSB  an¬ 
nouncement  March  30,  said, 
“Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
promotional  materials  advocate 
bypassing  existing  Cooperative 
Program  channels.  We  want  to 
avoid  any  misunderstanding  that, 
by  our  presence,  the  board  would 
be  supporting  any  avenue  of  mis¬ 
sion  support  that  would  erode  the 
Cooperative  Program.” 

Morris  Chapman,  Wichita  Falls, 
Texas,  pastor  and  current  president 
of  the  SBC,  told  Baptist  Press  be 
did  contact  “several  of  our  agency 
leaders  and  I  am  grateful  for  the 
prayerful  and  deliberate  considera¬ 
tion  with  which  they  gave  their 
decisions.” 

(See  FELLOWSHIP  on  page  8) 


Graham  visits  North  Korea 


15  missionaries  resign  in  Europe 


By  Robert  Dflday 


RICHMOND,  Va  (ABP)  —  Fif¬ 
teen  Southern  Baptist  missionaries 
serving  in  Europe  have  resigned 
this  mondi.  Foreign  Mission  Board 
officials  confirmed  April  2. 

At  least  two  of  the  missionaries, 
John  and  Revonda  Deal,  based  in 
Switzerland,  are  citing  recent 
actions  by  the  board’s  fundamental- 
conservative  trustees  as  decisive  in 
their  resigning,  said  Winston  Craw- 
toy.  interim  vice  president  oversee¬ 
ing  the  FMB’s  work  in  Europe. 

Crawley  said  health  and  other 
personal  reasons  led  to  the  others’ 
decisions,  although  be  acknowl¬ 
edged  in  “two  or  three  cases”  oppo¬ 
sition  to  the  direction  taken  by  the 
FMB  may  have  been  “background 


factors.” 

However,  some  board  administra¬ 
tors  said  privately  that  dissatisfac¬ 
tion  with  the  direction  of  the  For¬ 
eign  Mission ^Boaid,  particularly  in 
Europe,  has  played  a  more  signifi¬ 
cant  role  in  the  resignations  than  is 
acknowledged  publicly,  and  that 
attention  has  been  focused  on  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  Europe  because  of 
recent  events  impacting  FMB  mis- 

ginrm  fin  tf>6  wMHiMrt  _ 

The  FMB  has  been  immersed  in 
controversy  since  last  October, 
when  trustees  slashed  the  board’s 
contributions  to  the  Baptist  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary  at  Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland,  citing  alleged  liberal¬ 
ism  there.  . 


PYONGYANG,  North  Korea  — 
Evangelist  Billy  Graham  arrived 
March  31  in  North  Korea  for  an 
unprecedented  five-day  visit  to 
one  of  the  world’s  few  remaining 
communist-oriented  nations. 

Graham’s  visit  marks  the  first 
time  a  foreign  evangelist  has  been 
invited  to  the  East  Asian  nation 
since  its  formation  immediately 
following  World  War  II.  Until 
recently  North  Korea,  isolated 
from  the  West  since  the  Korean 
War  in  the  early  1950s,  had  not 


permitted  open  religious  activity. 

In  the  past  few  years,  however, 
one  Protestant  and  one  Catholic 
church  have  been  constructed  in 
Pyongyang  with  government  assis¬ 
tance,  and  one  other  church  build¬ 
ing  is  under  construction  in  this 
capital  city  of  two  million. 

Until  the  outbreak  of  the  Second 
World  War,  the  Korean  peninsula 
had  one  of  the  largest  Christian 
communities  in  Asia,  and 
Pyongyang  was  often  referred  to 
(See  GRAHAM  on  page  8) 


The  action  led  in  January  to  the 
early  retirements  of  the  board’s  top 
Europe  administrators,  Isam  Bal- 
lenger  and  Keith  Parker.  Both  men 
claimed  the  action  indicated  the 
board  is  changing  the  way  it  works 
overseas,  although  trustees  denied 
the  charge. 

Other  resigning  missionaries  are 
John  and  Celia  Bane,  Italy;  Barry 
and  Vicki  Bates,  Portugal;  Robert 
and.  Dehbie.  Cochran,.  Eastern 
Europe;  Glenn  and  Camilla  Dyer, 
Germany;  John  and  Diane  Haeger, 
Italy,  Tom  and  Brenda  Stallworth, 
Austria;  and  Kathie  White,  Scot¬ 
land. 

DUday  writes  for  RELIGIOUS 
HERALD,  Virginia.  ... - 


Media  libraries...  focus  on  Bible  study 


CHESTER,  Va.—  Kay  Jarrett,  media  librarian  at  Chester  Baptist  Church 
of  Chester,  Va.,  examir^s  books  for  children,  some  of  her  most  faithful 
customers.  Jarrett  and  media  librarians  In  other  Southern  Baptist  church¬ 
es  across  the  country  will  lead  local  observances  of  Church  Media  Library 
Emphasis  during  April.  “Media  Libraries...  Focus  on  Bible  Study”  is  this 
year’s  theme  for  the  emphasis.  (BP-  photo  by  Jim  Veneman) 


Editors  see  politics 
behind  Parks’  retiring 


(ABP)  —  Baptist  editors  have  been  gracious  efforts  to  work  with  all  FMB 
more  inclined  to  see  political  rather  trustees,”  Pentecost  wrote,  “the 

than  spiritual  forces  behind  Keith  scheming  and  the  strategy  to  take 

Parks’  surprise  announqament  March  over  the  FMB  presidency  have  been 

20  that  he  will  retire  as^resident  of  in  process  for  several  years.  Now  that 

the  Foreign  Mission  Board.  the  lamentable  deed  has  been  ac- 

Of  the  Baptist  newspapers  that  by  complished,  words  of  love  and  ap- 
March  31  had  editorialized  on  Parks’  preciation  by  those  responsible  for  it 
retirement,  all  expressed  regret  for  clang  like  a  noisy  cymbal.” 

the  executive’s  decision  and  the  con-  The  statement  issued  after  the 

ditions  that  prompted  it.  trustee  meeting  “strikes  us  as  being 

Parks  who  described  his  decision  as  carefully  crafted  to  put  a  good  face  on 
“God’s  will,”  said  his  reasons  for  retir-  a  bad  decision,”  Pentecost  wrote, 
ing  earlier  than  planned  were  outlin-  In  an  interview  with  Marv  Knox, 
ed  in  a  February  speech,  in  which  he  editor  of  the  Western  Recorder  of  Ken- 
changed  trustees  with  causing  a  crisis  tucky,  Parks  denied  that  his  decision 
in  overseas  missions  by  “expecting  was  a  product  of  “confrontation  and 
theological  conformity  from  those  bitterness”  between  him  and  his 
who  receive  Southern  Baptist  money.”  trustees.  “But,”  Parks  added,  “it 

“No  amount  of  window  dressing  by  became  clear  they  didn’t  want  the 
the  trustees  or  Parks  concerning  his  repercussions  of  my  leaving  more 
‘prayer  retreat’  decision  .  . .  can  than  they  wanted  me  to  stay.” 
cover  up  the  fact  that  he  is  yet  another  That  was  particularly  true  of  a 
victim  of  the  political-theological  “strong  influential  minority”  of 

struggle  within  the  Southern  Baptist  trustees.  Parks  said.  They  are  the 
Convention,”  wrote  Jack  Brymer,  ones  who  were  silent  when  trustees  af- 
edi tor-manager  of  the  Florida  Baptist  firmed  Parks’  leadership  and  begged 
Witness.  him  to  stay,  and  they  were  the  ones 

“Keith  Parks’  resignation  as  presi-  who  protested  when  a  trustee  asked 
dent  of  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  is  the  board  to  vote  for  Parks  to  stay  un- 
a  direct  result  of  the  moderate-  til  1995,  Parks  said, 
conservative  controversy  in  the  Bobby  Deny,  editor  of  Word  &  Way 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,”  wrote  of  Missouri,  said  the  turmoil  over 
John  Roberts,  editor  and  business  Parks’  tenure  centers  on  the  issue  of 
manager  of  the  Baptist  Courier  of  where  the  president’s  loyalty  should 
South  Carolina.  lie.  “If  the  president’s  role  is  primarily 

Julian  Pentecost,  editor  of  the  that  of  manager  and  implementer  of 
Religious  Herald  of  Virginia,  said  decisions  made  by  trustees,  then 
there  are  “glaring  inconsistencies  bet-  Parks  has  erred,”  Terry  wrote  March 
ween  past  trustees’  decisions  of  12,  before  Parks’  retirement 
record  and  the  statement  adopted.”  announcement. 

“Despite  Parks’  consistent  and  “But  if  the  president’s  loyalty  is  to 

be  to  the  cause  of  foreign  missions, 
t>.h  n  11  j  then  Parks  has  acted  responsibly,” 

15 lily  Ballard,  Terry  continued.  “He  has  called 

TV/Vlk/I  J*  r  r  trustee  attention  and  Southern  Baptist 

UUM,  dl6S  at  DD  attention  to  changes  taking  place  at 

the  FMB.”  Those  changes  include 
Billy  Ballard,  of  Route  1,  Mize,  trustees  interfering  in  FMB  ad- 
director  of  missions.  Smith  Assoc  la-  ministration  and  questioning  the  in- 
tion,  died  April  2  of  an  apparent  heart  tegrity  of  missionaries,  Terry  said. 

attack.  The  funer-  Southern  Baptists,  in  their  response 
al  was  held  April  4  to  Parks'  dilemma,  will  ultimately 
wl  at  First  Church,  determine  if  Parks  put  his  loyalty  in 
JQI  Raleigh,  at  2:30  the  right  place.  Tferry  said. 

W  pm 

Wi-  flUB  Ballard,  age  55, 

H&T  '  jMH  whs  born  at  Webb, 

Hi  -4MH  Miss.,  Nov.  12, 1936. 

^  He  had  begun 

I  wor*t  35  director  °f 

I  missions  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1981. 

Ballard  Married  to  the 

former  Freddie  Huffstatler,  he  was 
the  father  of  two  children.  He  was  a 
1972  graduate  of  Mississippi  College. 

Second  Church,  Greenville  ordain¬ 
ed  him  in  1958.  He  had  served 
pastorates  at  Goodwater  Church, 

Forest;  Burns  Church,  Raleigh; 

Fellowship  Church,  Taylorsville;  and 
Union  Church,  Mize. 


Melanie  Rogers,  a  student  from  Collins 
at  Mississippi  State,  told  of  her  ex¬ 
periences  at  last  year's  LTC.  “I  had  my 
plans,”  she  said.  Missions  was  not  to  be 
a  part  of  those  plans.  She  knew  “who  I 
was  going  to  be.”  At  the  leader  meeting 
last  year  “I  felt  God  was  saying  to  me 
‘Give  me  your  list.’  I  thought,  'No,  I  wont 
know  what  to  da’”  She  said  she  told  God, 
“What  if  I  dont  want  missions  for  the  next 
20  years?”  And  she  said  God’s  response 
was  "That’s  what  I  want  you  to  do  now.” 
Last  year  she  served  in  Los  Angeles.  This 
summer  she  will  work  in  Israel. 


Baptist  student  leaders 
receive  training  at  Gulfshore 

These  are  the  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Student  Union  elected  at  the  Leader¬ 
ship  Training  Conference  at  Gulfshore  recently.  From  left  they  are  (name,  office,  school, 
hometown)  Staci  Broadway,  vice  president.  Northwest  Community  College,  Coldwater; 
Jennifer  Colburn,  executive  committee,  MUW,  Amory;  Susan  Lee,  president,  MSU, 
Starkville;  Kevin  Walker,  secretary,  William  Carey  College,  Saucier;  Mark  Jones,  ex¬ 
ecutive  committee,  Mississippi  College,  Clinton;  Michael  Ball,  director  advisor,  Pearl 
River  Community  College;  James  Spencer,  pastor  advisor,  Hernando  Church,  Hen 
nando.  Not  pictured  are  J.  C.  Howell,  executive  committee.  East  Central  Community 
College,  Walnut  Grove;  and  Eddie  Smith,  faculty  advisor,  president  of  East  Central 
Community  College.  (Photos  by  Tim  Nicholas) 


Charlie  Baker;  pas¬ 
tor  of  Southern  Hills 
Church  in  Tulsa, 
Okla.,  made  juggling 
into  an  object  lesson. 
As  student  juggles, 
Baker  talks  about  the 
need  to  focus  on 
Jesus.  When  Baker 
covers  Rob's  eyes, 
be  loses  the  .focus 
needed  to  keep  jug¬ 
gling  —  which  is  lov¬ 
ing  God  with  all  of 
one’s  heart,  soul, 
and  mind  and  loving 
one’s  neighbor  as 
one’s  self.  At  far  right 
is  a  cross  made  dur¬ 
ing  a  theme  inter¬ 
pretation  led  by 
students  from  Delta 
State  to  depict  the 
building  blocks  of 
servanthood  — 
heart,  soul,  and 
mind. 


The  closing  speaker  for  the  weekend 
was  Scott  Werner,  BSU  director  at  Palm 
Beach  Atlantic  College  at  West  Palm 
Beach,  Fla.  He  suggested  that  Christians 
“begin  with  the  end  in  mind”  and  deter¬ 
mine  what  one  wants  to  have  accomplish¬ 
ed  at  the  end  of  one's  life.  He  called  this 
setting  a  “life  objective”  or  personal  mis¬ 
sion  statement.  One  student,  he  said,  set 
his  as  “Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  .” 
Werner  said  his  is  to  “mobilize  a  genera¬ 
tion  of  college  students  who  will  make  a 
difference  in  the  world.”  The  students 
Werner  had  been  working  with  also  set 
semester  goals  such  as  “develop  friends 
outside  my  comfort  zone”  and  "develop 
better  attitudes  in  relationships."  Werner 
said  that  when  a  person  begins  with  the 
end,  he  or  she  is  able  to  "start  with  a  clear 
understanding  of  your  destination.” 


SBC  registration 
cards  available 

Southern  Baptist  Convention 
registration  cards  for  the  conven¬ 
tion  which  meets  in  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  June  9-11,  are  available 
from  the  office  of  Bill  Causey,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director,  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  Board. 


Chuck  Bentley,  a  musician  from 
Nashville,  led  the  music  during  LTC. 


by  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Down  but  not  out 


One  cloud  appeared  in  a  clear  blue  jah  saw,  “like  a  man’s  hand.”  Sudden- 
noonday  sky.  Only  one.  Yet  it  was  ly  a  wind  arose  and  pushed  the  cloud 
enough  to  ruin  his  day.  across  the  sky,  so  that  it  hung  momen- 

Remodeling  inside  the  house  was  tarily  between  the  sun  and  the  house, 
complete;  new  wallpaper  was  up  He  Lightning  flashed  once;  thunder  ex- 
had  waited  for  a  sunny  day  to  do  the  ploded  in  a  volley  of  cannonfire.  With 
re-roofing.  It  was  the  first  house  he  no  more  warning,  rain  fell,  swift, 
had  ever  owned,  and  he  was  proud  of  fierce,  drenching.  Into  his  house, 
it.  He  had  wired  it  himself  for  elec-  Drowning  his  dream.  Water  leaked 
tricity  and  installed  the  plumbing.  He  down  the  walls.  Water  sloshed  through 
had  added  a  bathroom,  and  enclosed  the  open  roof,  and  collected  in  balloon 
the  back  porch  with  windows.  And  he  ing  pockets  of  wallpapered  ceilings, 
had  given  the  exterior  a  new  coat  of  The  balloons  burst,  and  the  soaked 

ceiling  paper  sagged,  and  then  dangl- 


8  paint.  ceiling  paper  sagged,  and  then  dangl 

Always  before  he  had  lived  in  rented  ed  in  torn  strips.  He  watched  his  work 
ton;  Jason  Roberson,  Clinton;  Charles  McLendon,  Richland;  houses,  as  a  sharecropper.  This  house  of  months  dragged  down  with  the 
Clay  Whittington,  Richland;  Shauna  Moody,  Odessa.  Texas;  was  his,  though,  and  the  land  around  weight  of  the  water. 

Tommy  Creel,  Prentiss;  Cheryl  Simmons,  West  Point;  Greg  Both  were  paid  for,  thanks  to  the  He  was  a  small  man,  with  a  large 

tornado  that  had  blown  his  barn  to  heart.  That  heart  sagged  within  him 
bits.  Insurance  on  that  barn,  plus  the  now,  like  the  sagging  paper,  and  his 
sale  of  two  cows,  had  paid  off  the  debt,  dismay  turned  to  tears. 

He  smiled  as  he  thought  about  those  “It  was  the  first  time,”  Mama  told 
moneylenders,  his  hazel  eyes  crinkl-  me  later,  “that  I  ever  saw  your  Dad- 
ing  at  the  corners.  They  had  thought  dy  cry.” 
that  even  with  his  double  jobs  of  for¬ 
ming  and  working  in  the  cotton  mill  He  was  never  a  quitter.  Discourage- 
that  he’d  be  paying  them  interest  for  ment  was  the  story  of  his  life;  yethe 
re?t?f  But,  'Vlth Lord s  continually  rose  above  it.  This  time, 

help,  bed  fooled  than!  ...  as  always,  when  the  rain  stopped,  he 
Usually  he  did  these  repair  jobs  g0t  uPi  wiped  away  the  tears,  picked 
alone,  buttoday  he  had  a  helper  with  up  his  took  and  began  again, 
the  roof.  That  would  make  it  possible 
to  finish  the  job  in  a  day.  The  two  of 

them  hare  all  the  old  ghingW  away;  Oh,  fear  not  in  a  world  like  this 
then  the  helper  began  handing  up  And  thou  shalt  know  ere  long, 
shingles  for  him  to  nail  in  place.  That  Know  how  sublime  a  thing  it  is 
was  when  the  cloud  appeared  —  only  7b  suffer  and  be  strong. 
a  small  cloud,  similar  to  the  one  Eli-  —  Henry  W.  Longfellow 


The  Mississippi  College  Naturals  are  pictured  with  Jerry 
C tower.  Seated  from  left  are  Andra  Magee,  Clinton;  Mary 
Greenlee,  Clewiston,  Fla.;  C lower;  and  Jennifer  Malone, 
Jackson.  Standing  from  left  are  Tim  Moak,  Bogue  Chitto;  Joel 
Bowie,  Raymond;  Jason  Ball,  Florence;  Steven  Barnett,  Clin- 


Jerry  Clower  to  appear  with  The  Naturals 


Naturals,  has  a  special  feature  Clower  Scholarship  Fund  for  deserv-  M.C.  in  pre-med  in  1991  at  a{ 

planned.  ing  students.  Recipients  will  be  Daniel  is  a  high  school  senior. 

selected  according  to  need.  will  “fiddle”  in  true  Nashville  stj 

The  two  women  who  initiated  and  the  country  music  portion  of  tbi 

Baptist,  ^  have  trained  The  Naturals  for  the  past  gram  Clower  will  Share  some 

®  five  years  are  Eva  Aultman  Hart,  most  famous  tales. 

musical  director,  and  Robbie  Lloyd  “The  combination  of  Clowei 
^  C°  ege  Bell,  production  director.  Both  have  The  Naturals  is  one  with  genen 

campus  in  Clinton  had  careers  as  college  educators,  as  to  generation  appeal,”  said  Mrs. 

Gower’s  ties  with  Mississippi  Col-  well  as  serving  in  numerous  A  patron's  dinner  will  be  held  a 
lege  are  strong.  He  was  awarded  an  capacities  at  First  Church,  Jackson.  p.m.  for  those  who  wish  to  partk 
honorary  doctor  of  letters  degree  The  Naturals  are  selected  by  audi  in  funding  Clower’s  scholai 
there  in  1988.  His  daughters,  Amy  and  tion  and  must  meet  rigid  academic  Anyone  interested  in  attendin 
Sue,  both  hold  Mississippi  College  and  character  requirements.  They  dinner  or  getting  concert  ticket 
academic  degrees.  present  a  fast-faced  program  in  a  mation  may  call  the  M.C.  cfo 

Gower  has  said  that  The  Naturals  broad  range  of  music  styles.  students’  office  at  925-5348. 


id  range  of  music  styles. 


Church.  Now  she  lists  her  home  ad¬ 
dress  as Jf06  Dogwood  Terrace,  Clin¬ 
ton,  the  home  of  her  sister,  Beth  ( Mrs. 

Louis  Walsh),  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 

For  11  years,  Stewart  served  in  El 

Paso,  Ttocas,  as  a  foreign  missionary  the  many  new  churches.  Stewart  is 
assigned  to  the  Baptist  Spanish  Pub-  there  to  help  organize  and  train  the 
lishing  House,  writing  and  editing  women  in  the  churches.  On  her  second 
missions  materials  in  Spanish  for  day  in  that  country,  she  attended  Bap- 
WMU  and  Brotherhood.  tist  Women’s  Day  of  Prayer  meeting 

In  1989,  she  moved  to  Tucson,  Ariz.,  with  a  group  of  Masai  women.  “We 
where  for  two  years  she  worked  as  a  met  in  a  little  church  made  of  sheets 

professional  counselor.  Then  she  of  tin,”  she  wrote,  “with  wooden 

learned  of  the  need  in  Kenya  for  “a  benches  (no  backs  on  them).  After  the 
woman  with  maturity  and  experience  meeting,  the  ladies  made  tea  on  an 
to  do  women’s  work.”  open  fire  under  a  tree.”  Most  of  the 

Since  she  had  in  earlier  years  been  Masai,  a  nomadic  people,  live  now  in 
on  the  Woman’s  Missionary  Union  the  Rift  Valley, 
staffs  of  Louisiana,  Georgia,  North-  Stewart  said  she  felt  called  to  mis- 
ex  pec  ted  vita  tion  that  night,  56  persons,  most  west,  and  Arizona  Baptist  conven-  sions  while  she  was  in  college  at 

The  highlight  of  the  crusade  was  of  them  youths,  made  professions  of  tions,  she  realized  that  this  would  be  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 

Tuesday  night,  when  emphasis  was  faith  and  at  least  that  many  a  iob  for  which  she  was  qualified,  and  After  graduation  from  New  Orleans 
directed  to  Cuntonfe  youth  —  all  of  the  registered  other  decisions.  felt  that  God  was  calling  her  to  Kenya  Seminary,  she  began  work  for  Louisi- 

city’s  youth,  not  just  Morrison  That  was  the  night  that  Strack  gave  On  Nov.  5,  1991,  she  arrived  in  ana  WMU.  Her  mother,  now  90,  always 

Heights.  his  personal  testimony,  how  his  con-  Kenya,  where  she  lives  “in  a  little  very  active  in  Woman’s  Missionary 

version  to  Christ  at  17  brought  him  out  white  cottage”  at  the  Baptist  Union,  is  a  member  of  Spring  Hill 
S track  had  spoken  in  four  qr  five  of  the  mire  of  drugs  and  alcohol  and  Language  Center,  Limuru,  at  7,800  Church,  Pearl  River  County, 
schools.  Then  Tuesday  evening,  the  helped  him  to  deal  with  the  hurts  feet,  where  ‘everything  is  green,  with  It’s  important  that  she  learn  Swahili 

church  served  a  pizza  supper  to  brought  into  his  life  due  to  his  parents’  lots  of  grass,  flowers,  tall  trees,  birds,  quickly,  Stewart  said,  “Pray  that  I  will 

around  700  youths  from  all  over  town,  divorce  and  sometimes  monkeys  in  the  trees.’ ’  learn  the  language  fast  because  I 

Afterward,  the  young  people  filled  the  Music  for  the  crusade  was  under  Because  of  the  phenomenal  church  can't  begin  work  until  I  can  teach  in 


Mary  Jo  Stewart,  right,  with  her  sister. 
Beth  Walsh  of  Clinton. 


Hundreds  of  youths,  and  some  adults,  fill  the  coliseum  "under  the  golden  dome"  at  Mississippi  College  on  Tuesday  night. 
March  31,  during  the  Jay  St  rack  crusade  sponsored  by  Morrison  Heights  church,  Ken  Alford,  pastor. 


CHILDREN’S  PAGE 


Some  of  the  dove  cages  in  Thailand  house  quite  a  choir.  The  cooing  of  the  doves  can  be  very  melodious.  A 
concrete  bench  is  placed  near  the  dove  cages  for  the  family  to  sit  and  not  only  listen  but  give  “eye  contact”  to  the 
cooing  doves.  (Photo  by  Maxine  Stewart) 


Doves  are  special  birds 


CANADA 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Hi!  My  name  is  Verion  Nolan.  I  Hi, 
live  in  Mize,  Miss.  I  go  to  Mize  My  name  is  Karena  Coneriy.  I’m 
Attendance  Center.  I  belong  to  10  years  old.  I  go  to  Lexie  Baptist 
Shady  Grove  Baptist  Church  in  Church.  I  like  riding  my  bike, 
Mize.  I  like  fishing,  hunting,  lis-  playing  piano,  skating,  and  swim- 
tening  to  my  radio,  motorcycle  rid-  ming. 
ing,  basketball,  volleyball,  and  a  Love, 

whole  lot  more  things.  If  you  Karena  Coneriy 

would  like  to  have  a  pen  pal,  I  Rt.  6,  Box  138 

would  like  a  girl  or  boy  to  write  to,  Tylertown,  Ms  39667 

so  please  write  me  back. 

Love  in  Christ,  Hi, 

,  Verion  Nolan  My  name  is  Kristen  Ross.  I  am 

Rt  1,  Box  265  11  years  old  I  like  swimming  and 

Mize,  Ms  39116  baby-sitting.  I  would  like  for  you 

*  to  write  to  me. 

Hi,  ,  Love, 

My  name  is  Crystal  Ross.  I  am  8  Kristen  Ross 

years  old  I  like  to  swim.  I  would  Rt.  16,  Box  26 

really  like  a  pen  pal.  Please  write  Meridian,  Ms  39301 

tome. 

Love,  Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

Crystal  Ross  My  name  is  Kade  Fowler.  I  am 

Rt.  1,  Box  61  8  years  old  I  like  basketball,  soc- 

Toomsuba,  Ms  39364  cer,  to  skate,  and  T-ball.  My 

favorite  subject  is  spelling.  I  am  in 
Hey,  what’s  up,  kids?  2nd  grade.  I  have  four  dogs.  I  go 

Hey,  my  name  is  David  A.  to  Wheeler  Grove  Baptist  Church. 
Holhngs.  I  am  12  years  old  I  love  My  dogs’  names  are  Brose,  Miss 
being  around  friends  and  making  a  Peady,  Fork,  and  Luke, 
total  fool  of  myself!  I  like  watch-  Your  Friend 

ing  TV  and  playing  golf.  I  go  to  Kacie  Fowler 

First  Baptist  Church,  Rosedale.  I  Rt.  4,  Box  265 

have  a  great  family!  I  would  love  Corinth,  Ms  38834 

to  have  a  pen  pal.  I  don’t  mind  if  a 
boy  or  girl  writes.  Well,  catch  ya  Hi! 

later,  kids.  My  name  is  Erin  Stephens.  I’m  8 

Yours  forever,  years  old  My  hobbies  are  swim- 

David  Hollings  ming,  riding  bikes,  playing  with 

P:  O.  Box  697  my  cats,  and  listening  to  the  radio. 

Rosedale,  Ms  38769  If  you  are  8-10,  please  write  me. 

Yours  truly. 

Hi,  Erin  Stephens 

My  name  is  Elizabeth  Hannon.  I  Rt.  1,  Box  21 

like  to  read  and  write  books.  It’s  DeKalb,  Ms  39328 

fun!  I  want  to  be  an  author  when  I 
grow  up.  My  church  is  First  Bap-  Hi, 

tist  Church,  Marion.  I  am  eight  My  name  is  lisa  Robinson.  I  am 
years  old.  If  you  are  interested  in  11  years  old  I  like  reading,  writ¬ 
having  a  pen  pal,  please  write.  I  ing,  and  skating.  I  am  a  Christian 
am  interested  in  having  one.  If  you  and  I  go  to  Peach  Creek  Baptist 
want  to  send  a  picture  you  can,  but  Church.  I  would  really  like  a  pen 
you  do  not  have  to.  pal.  Please  write! 

Love,  Lisa  Robinson 

Elizabeth  Harmon  Box  1,  Longtown  Road 

Rt  1,  Box  1 12  Pleasant  Grove,  Ms  38657 

Bailey,  Ms  39320 


Letters  to  the  editor 


These  words  have  made  the  horse 
very  attractive  to  Southern  Bap-  ordination  sermon  on 
tists  and  therefore  it  has  been 

allowed  to  stay  within  the  city  sissippi.  My  most  recent  heart 
gates.  However,  there  is  something  surgery  was  done  in  Tucson,  Ariz., 
that  has  climbed  out  of  die  horse  by  Dr.  Jack  Copeland, 
while  we  have  slept  and  pretended 
that  there  was  no  danger  or  contro¬ 
versy.  Whatever  it  is  that  climbed  under  treatment  at  the  New  ed  in  two  consecutive  budgets 

out  of  the  horse  has  definitely  Orleans  VA  Medical  Center,  morale  among  students  and  faculty  administrator,  Joe  Cothen  gave  his 

divided  us  and  Thanks  and  my  deepest  gratitude  continues  to  increase;  in  short,  total  devotion  to  New  Orleans 

i  destroyed  much  of  abides  in  Mississippi.  Southwestern  is  heeding  the  invi-  Seminary,  working  to  insure  that 

^  '  V*^r7^w>ur  vision  and  Roe  Wilson  tation  of  the  God  of  the  future  who  the  education  and  training  offered 

]  j  i  v  uA,  -jlplarw  for  work  that  Gretna,  La.  calls  us  to  participate  in  a  creative  at  the  institution  were  the  finest 

tikaSi^W^ds  to  be  done.  and  redemptive  destiny.  As  a  that  Southern  Baptist  ministerial 

Before  1979  result,  the  Spirit  is  effecting  in  the  students  could  possibly  experi- 

^^^WwjrSouthem  Baptists  Southwestern  not  “in  seminary  community  the  kind  of  ence.  As  a  friend,  Joe  Cothen  gave 

m  uf  were  not  perfect.  We  ,.  „  unity-in-diversity  that  can  model  young  ministers  support,  encour- 

M  Shad  concerns,  needs,  disarray  for  the  Convention  the  supematu-  agement,  advice,  and  an  example 

_ /Tand  opportunities  for  ral  healing  only  possible  through  of  lifelong  service  to  the  Lord 

k&aChange  and  Editor  Christ.  Jesus  Christ. 

growth.  The  same  Thank  you  for  your  editorial  of  As  a  native  Mississippi,  I  am  Cothen ’s  departure  from  New 
HF’was  and  is  true  Mar.  19,  1992.  It  was  well-bal-  particularly  sensitive  to  what  Bap-  Orleans  Seminary  is  a  loss  of 

.  J^^^for  individuals,  anced,  irenic,  and  relatively  hope-  tists  in  the  state  “know”  about  immeasurable  proportions.  The 

l^^^chuiches,  associations,  and  ful  with  regard  to  the  future  of  the  Southwestern.  Please  inform  them  contributions  he  has  made  in  the 
state  conventions.  As  Christians,  SBC.  You  make  one  statement,  that,  at  least  from  this  faculty  lives  of  his  students,  contributions 
we  are  on  a  pilgrimage.  oFfaith  that  however,  that  I  think  needs  revi-  member’s  perspective,  Southwest-  which  span  bis  18-year  tenure,  will 
challenges  us  to  grow  in  our  rela-  si  on.  You  mention  in  the  context  em  continues  to  make  significant  forever  benefit  our  great  denomi- 
tionship  to  God,  always  realizing  of  rampant  suspicion  in  the  Con-  contributions  to  God’s  kingdom,  nation.  I  greatly  regret  that  Cothen 
that  he  has  greater  things  for  us  in  vendon  and  demoralization  within  Also,  please  thank  them  for  their  will  not  have  the  opportunity  to 
the  days  the  mission  boards  that  “seminar-  invaluable  contributions  to  us  of  contribute  to  the  lives  and  min- 

Sirwe  1979  we  have  had  more  ies  are  in  disarray....”  That  clause,  their  prayers  and  monies,  both  of  istries  of  future  students, 
division  in  our  ranks  than  in  the  I  drink,  commits  a  fallacy  of  hasty  which  ensure  Southwestern’s  con-  Charles  Register 

history  of  the  SBC,  and  the  horse  generalization  or,  as  one  of  my  tinned  growth  in  excellence.  Cantonment,  Fla. 

that  looked  so  good  on  the  outside  colleagues  calls  it,  “lumping  and  B.  Keith  Putt  _ 

is  still  imriffe  the  city  gates.  How  dumping.”  professor  in  philosophy 

long  will  it  be  before  we  see  what  In  “lumping”  all  six  SBC  semi-  of  religion  1906  —  A  Laymen’s  Mission - 

is  really  inside  of  it?  naries  together,  you  fail  to  dis-  Southwestern  Seminary  ary  Movement  was  inaugurated 

JohnDoler  criminate  among  them  as  Fort  Worth,  Texas  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the 

f  -eland  autonomous  entities.  While  it  may  _  .  sphere  of  activities  of  the  men  of 

be  true  that  some  are  in  disarray,  it  Praise  for  Cotneil  the  church.  This  movement  was 

Lipsey  ordained  mm  is  not  necessarily  true  that  each  the  forerunner  of  the  “Baptist 

one  is.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  South-  Editor  Brotherhood  of  the  South,”  which 

Editor  western  is  not  only  not  in  disarray  It  was  with  great  distress  that  I  was  organized  in  1926.  The  Brotb- 

Please  extend  my  subscription  but  is  progressing  as  only  an  insti-  recently  learned  of  the  sudden  res-  erfaood  is  a  movement  for  the  pro- 

for  two  years.  I  greatly  enjoy  the  tution  with  integrity  and  stability  ignation  of  Joe  Cothen  as  the  vice  motion  of  men  in  the  work  of  their 

president  for  academic  affairs  at  individual  churches  and  the 
the  New  Orleans  Seminary.  While  denomination. 


Record.  P.  I.  Lipsey  preached  my  can.  Our  trustees  and  administra-  a  student  at  New  Orleans,  I  had  the 
Mar.  8, 1938  tors  are  working  in  tandem  to  privilege  of  knowing  Joe  Cothen 
at  the  Monticello  Church  in  Mis-  strengthen  both  the  scholarly  and  in  the  various  roles  he  filled  within 

ministry  aspects  of  theological  the  life  of  the  student  body, 
education;  well-qualified  faculty  As  a  professor,  Cothen  taught  his 
members  have  been  elected;  new  students  to  be  men  and  women  of 
Presently  I  reside  in  Gretna,  La.,  masters’  degrees  have  been  the  Word,  living  lives  filled  with 
where  I  live  with  my  older  brother  approved;  raises  have  been  includ-  integrity,  commitment,  and  a  heart 

dedicated  to  ministry.  As  an 


The  Trojan  horse 

Editor 

When  I  was  in  junior  high 
school,  I  first  read  the  story  of  the 
Trojan  horse.  I  recently  read 
it  again.  As  you  know.^^V 
the  horse  was  built  by 
the  Greeks  after  they/—'’*!*, 
bad  tried  unsuccessful- 
ly  for  ten  years  to  con-f^jMB  JM 
quer  the  city  of  Troy.^jfr  i  vm 
The  horse  was  left  outside 
the  city  gates  and  thegjirly.'TL 
Greek  army  and  navy  pre- 1|M  yjj 
tended  to  sail  away.  The 
curious  Trojans  then^Pu|gj 
dragged  the  horse  inside  W  ra 
the  city  walls,  althoughH  M 
they  were  warned  against  fm  'H 
such  action  by 

priest.  During  the^g^HShJ 
night  the  Greek ~ 
soldiers  who  had  been^^^ 
hiding  inside  the  horse^^^B 
moved  out  and  opened  the  city 
gates,  allowing  other  Greek  forces 
to  enter  the  city  and  conquer  die 
people  of  Troy,  thus  destroying 
their  vision,  their  plans,  and  their 
lives. 

A  Trojan  horse  is  inside  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  life.  Some  call  it  “con¬ 
servatism,”  and  some  call  it  “theo¬ 
logical  correction.”  Others  call  it 
by  different  names.  Its  recent  casu¬ 
alties  are  now  being  seen  at  the 
Foreign  Mission  Board,  where 
Keith  Parks  and  others  have  taken 
a  stand  in  opposition  to  the 
(darned  agenda  of  the  takeover  of 
that  board.  Its  future  casualties  are 
yet  to  be  seen.  On  the  outside  of 
the  horse  are  written  words  like 
virgin  birth,  inerrancy,  evange¬ 
lism,  unity,  and  sound  doctrine. 


Lottie  Moon  Christmas  Club? 
This  pastor  recommends  it! 


A  heart-warming  new  book  by 
one  of  Mississippi’s  native  sons 

Reserve  a  copy  now  at  your  bookstore 
or  order  directly  from  the  publisher 


Send _ copyfies)  ol  Jerry  Gower's  book  to  be  published  in  April  at  $19.95 

each.  In  Mississippi  add  6%  sales  tax.  Shipping:  $3.00  for  first  book,  $1.00  for  each 
additional  book. 


amount  enclosed  (check  or  money  order  only) 
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BLACK  MARKET 

From  page  3 

Proponents  argued  that  as  many 
as  4,000  illegal  machines  were 
known  to  exist  in  the  state  and  the 
$500  per  machine  tax  could  raise 
as  much  as  $20  million.  The 
Christian  Action  Commission 
holds  that  if  4,000  illegal  machines 
are  “known  to  exist,  then  the  con¬ 
fiscation  of  the  equipment  and  the 
prosecution  of  the  offenders  is  the 
most  responsible  and  appropriate 
action  by  prosecutors  ana  law 
enforcement.  Is  it  good  govern¬ 
ment  to  attempt  to  profit  from  and 
overlook  criminal  activity?  Will 
the  legislature  consider  a  proposal 
to  place  a  tax  on  prostitution, 
drugs,  or  some  other  repugnant 


and  illegal  activity? 

House  Bill  1465  has  been  passed 


Pleasant  Hill,  Bogue  Chitto:  DePriest,  First  Church,  Lyman,  R.  Malone,  pastor. 

April  12-15;  John  Wilton,  Long  music;  Sunday,  10:45  a.m.  and  7 

~  “  p.m.;  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Don  M.  Colonial  Heights,  Jackson: 

Snipes,  pastor.  April  11-15;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m. 

and  6:30  p.m.  Mon.  and  Tues., 
Beech  Grove,  Pattison:  April  noon  day  luncheon,  11:45  a.m.; 
12-15;  Mike  Alexander,  New  weekdays,  6:30  p.m.;  Junior  Hill, 
Orleans,  evangelist;  Phillip  Alford,  Hartselle,  Ala.,  evangelist;  senior 
music;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  dinner  high  choir  and  orchestra.  First 
on  the  grounds;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  Church,  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  music; 
pjn.;  Eddie  Bates,  pastor.  Richard  A.  Powell,  pastor. 

First,  Philadelphia:  April  12-15;  Poplar  Flat:  April  12-14;  Sun- 
7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Jerry  Pipes,  day,  11  ajn.  and  covered  dish,  5:30 
evangelist;  Debra  Pipes,  music;  p.m.;  Sua-Tues.,  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Bill  Jaggar,  pastor.  Bobby  Williamson,  Park  Place, 

Brandon,  evangelist;  Betty  Cock- 
Terry  Road,  Jackson:  April.  reU,  music;  Dwayne  Kelly,  pastor. 
12-15;  Sunday ,11  ajn.  and  7  p.m.; 

m.;  James  Turnpike,  Pontotoc:  April  13- 
17;  Kara  Blackard,  evangelist; 
local  evange-  Sammy  Montgomery,  pastor. 

First,  Braxton  (in  conjunction 


help  place  the  issue  in  perspective  10:30  ajn.  and  7:30  pjn.;  Floyd  F. 
for  them.  Persons  desiring  to  Higginbotham, pastor, 
express  their  concern  about  HB 

1465  may  call  359-3770  or  write  Big  Creek,  Waynesboro:  April 
Box  1018,  Jackson,  MS  39215.  12-15;  Bill  Bozeman,  Mobile, 

Edmund  Burke  reminds  us  that  the  Ala.,  evangelist;  Andy  Williams, 
best  way  for  evil  to  survive  is  for  Chatom,  Ala.,  music;  Sunday,  11 
good  men  to  do  nothing.  -  •  ajn.  and  6:30  pjn.;  Mon.- Wed.,  7 

Jones  is  executive  director,  pjn.;  Barney  Bagley,  pastor. 

Christian  Action  Commission, 

MBCB.  Amariah,  Hickory  Flat:  April 

12-17;  Jimmy  Russell,  Friendship 
....  ,  Church,  Ecru,  evangelist;  Steve 

xhibits  at  the  CBF  meeting.  Panish,  Friendship  Church,  music;  Mon.-Wed 

The  Fellowship  is  laying  a  Sunday,  6:45  pjn!;  Mon.-Fri.,  7:30  Netheriand,  Terry  Road  Church, 

rdarion  for  a  new  denomina-  pjn  .  Charlie  Ramier,  pastor.  music;  messages  by  I 

while  churning  to  be  loyal  to  list;  Doris  Lott,  organist,  Rexie 

SBC,”  Chapman  said.  “The  First,  Lyman  (Gulf  Coast):  Mann,  pianist;  Pearl  Quartet  will 

owship  is  organizing  compet-  April  12-15;  Hardy  Derfcam,  Hat-  present  mini-coocert  Wed.  night.  with  United  Methodists  churches, 

igenaes.  It  does  give  designal-  tiesburg,  evangelist;  David  Braxton):  Holy  Week  revival; 

pfis  to  some  of  our  agencies.  _ _ _  First,  Mt  Olive:  April  12-15;  April  12-15;  7  p.m.  at  First 

it  is  by  no  stretch  of  the  imagi-  Bill  Causey,  Mississippi  Baptist  Church;  Shane  Stanford,  Justice 

on,  giving  through  the  SBC  GRAHAM  Convention  Board,  evangelist;  Heights  United  Methodist  Church, 

peranve  Program.  Rather  it  is  p  ,  Marvin  Miller,  38th  Avenue,  Hat-  Laurel,  guest  evangelist;  Sheila 

>erately  attempting  to  divert  tiesburg;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6  Frazier,  First  Church,  directing 

i  from  our  CP  to  their  plans  of  as  ‘The  Jerusalem  of  the  East”  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  7  a.m.  and  7  combined  choirs;  Jerry  Warren  wd 
ug.  This  is  not  the  Southern  Most  churches  in  North  Korea  pjh.;  Donald  O’Quin,  pastor.  WD  Dowling,  pastors. 

way.”  were  destroyed  in  the  Korean  War,  _ _ 

loUinger  is  director,  Baptist  however,  and  hundreds  of  thou-  Daniel  Memorial,  Jackson:  ,ai. 

sands  of  Christians  were  killed  or  April  12-15;  Sunday,  10:30  a.m.  ,  ~~.T”,C*il™lJ  v“- 

fled.  Today  North  Korea  is  coosid-  a2d  5  p.m.;  Mon.- Wed.,  7  p.m.;  ft* .then  the  MuHnssrppt  Baptist 

ered  by  some  observers  to  be  the 
most  non- religious  country  in  the 
world. 

On  April  1  Graham  preached  to 

a  capacity  crowd  in  " - 

Church,  Pyongyang’s 
tant  church.  Preaching 
the  Bible’s  most  famil 


Chapman,  president-elect  of  the  ft 
SBC  Executive  Committee  after 
the  Indianapolis  annual  meeting  in  p 
June,  said  he  shared  his  conviction  ^ 
(about  the  CBF)  “with  whom  I  e< 
talked  but  there  was  absolutely  no  b 
conversation  that  bordered  on  any  n, 
type  of  threat  or  coercion.”  0 

“While  our  SBC  agencies  make  ^ 
their  owir  decisions,  I  appreciate  ft 
their  supporting  the  cooperative  «j 
spirit  of  the  SBC,”  Chapman  told  B; 
Baptist  Press.  “I  wholeheartedly 
support  their  decisions  to  not  set  p, 


COCHRANE 

From  page  3 

make  a  fundamentalist  out  of  diem. 
I  don’t  like  it  a  bit.” 

Cochrane  called  Parks  a  friend 
ml  “the  greatest  leader  of  mission¬ 
aries  I  have  ever  seen”  and  said  he 
would  support  the  mission  leader 
in  whatever  he  decides  to  do.  But 
he  declined  to  say  whether  that 
would  involve  financial  support  of 
any  mission  endeavors  Paries  might 
undertake  after  retirement  “because 
I  don’t  know  what  he  will  decide  to 


Cochrane  told  the  Times-Dis- 
patch  his  experiences  with  the 
mission  board  have  left  him  unen- 
thusiastic  about  supporting  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship,  a 
group  backed  by  a  moderate  fac¬ 
tion  among  Southern  Baptists.  But 
he  hinted  he  might  consider  doing 
so. 

Although  Parks  will  not  specu¬ 
late  about  his  future,  reports  indi¬ 
cate  the  fellowship  is  interested  in 
talking  to  Parks  about  leading  a 
mission  effort. 

O’Brien  writes  for  FMB. 

New  Orleans 
will  host  Growth 
Conference 


Bryan  Toun  presents  our  20th  annual  fall 

Holy  Land  Tours 

Nov.  2-11,  Nov.  9-18,  Nov.  23-Dec.  2,  1992 

Deluxe  —  All  Inclusive  Program*  —  Brochures  available 
Pastors,  call  for  Tour  Host  Information. 
601-681-1345  800-872-8522(MS)  800-647-5296  (USA) 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  -  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  FORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  day,  week  or  month. 


Staff 

changes 


An  Advanced  Church  Growth  ers  still  constitute  only  a  tiny 
Conference  will  be  held  April  13-  minority  of  the  country’s  22  mil- 
15  at  the  New  (Means  Seminary,  lion  population. 

Charles  Lowry,  director  of  the  Graham’s  busy  schedule  also 
Church  Growth  Center,  NOBTS,  included  a  courtesy  visit  with  the 
and  Ron  Lewis,  church  growth  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  Kim 
consultant,  will  lead  the  confer-  Yong  Nam  .The  Korean  Christians 
ence.  Basic  church  growth  —  Federation,  his  official  hosts,  gave 
what’s  working,  what’s  not  —  and  a  reception  in  his  honor  which 
successfully  applying  principles  included  some  of  North  Korea’s 
and  strategies  in  traditional  best-known  acton  and  scholars, 
churches  wifi  be  the  main  topics.  At  North  Korea’s  leading  educa- 
The  conference  will  begin  Monday  tional  institution,  Kim  II  Sung 
at  1  p.m.  and  continue  until  University,  Graham  gave  a  lecture 
Wednesday  noon.  Registration  fee  on  religion  in  America.  Over  400 
is  $35  and  room  reservation  can  be  students  jammed  the  lecture  h»u 

and  listened  intently  as  Graham 
spoke  about  Amnia's  religious 
roots  and  described  the  meaning  of 
the  Christian  faith  Afterward  he 
visited  the  site  of  the  old 
Pyongyang  Foreign  School,  where 
his  wife,  Ruth,  had  spent  several 
years  as  a  student  in  the  1930s.  His 
vshtp  guide  was  a  woman  who  had  had 
ties  with  the  school  before  its 
•  1:30  destruction  in  the  Korean  War 


East  McComb  Church  has 
called  Ricky  E.  Kennedy,  40,  as 
pastor  effective  April  1.  A  native 
of  Magee,  Kennedy  received  his 
education  at  Mississippi  College, 
attended  New  Orleans  Seminary, 
and  graduated  from  International 
Bible  Seminary,  Orlando,  Fla. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


James  C.  Pitts  has  been  called 
as  pastor  of  Antioch  Church, 
Foxworth.  The  Jones  County 
native  attended  Louisiana  College 
and  William  Carey  College.  He 
has  served  as  pastor  in  south 
Louisiana  since  1965.  Before 
going  to  Louisiana,  he  served 
churches  in  Lebanon  and  Lamar 
Associations. 


Bus  Supply  Company  is  your 
CHAMPION  DEALERSHIP 
offering  your  area  a  fine  selection  of  models 
from  13  to  29  passenger  mini  buses. 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)  684-2900  *  1-800-748-8681 


Homecomings 


Rosen  Heights  Church,  Fort 
Worth,  Texas,  has  called  Randy 
Robbins  as  associate  pastor,  effec¬ 
tive  May  L  A  native  of  Cleveland, 
he  received  his  education  at  Mis¬ 
sissippi  College  and  Southwestern 


Lad/Crusader  Day  is  coming  to  Missionary 
Central  Hills  Retreat  April  25  news 


Thursday,  April  9,  1992 


Churches  adopt  Expanded  Annuity  Plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Expanded  Annuity  Plan  since 
those  reported  in  the  March  5  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  Grenada: 
Ttemple;  Gulf  Coast:  Lizana;  Lowndes:  Faith;  Pearl  River:  Parkview; 
and  Sunflower:  Fairview. 


Vic  and  Martha  Bowman,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Chile,  are  in  the  States 
(address:  Rt.  2,  Box  178,  Pelahatchie, 
Miss.  39145).  They  are  natives  of 
Mississippi.  He  was  born  in  Brandon 
and  considers  Pelahatchie  his 
hometown.  The  former  Martha  Mar¬ 
tin,  she  was  born  in  Jackson  and  con¬ 
siders  Mendenhall  her  hometown. 


Each  boy  attending  is  asked  to 
bring  a  sack  lunch;  no  meal  will  be 
provided.  Deadline  for  registration  is 
April  21.  The  $2.50  fee  includes  in¬ 
surance,  drinks,  and  facility  costs. 
Make  checks  payable  to  Mississippi 


Sixth  Annual 

MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS 
IN  BROADCASTING 
AWARDS  BANQUET 
AND  WORKSHOP 


¥■  4  A  B  Overnight  camping  will  be 

Dunawav  available  for  a  limited  number  of 

Alexander  unmaway  groups.  Each  group  would  have  to 

Lad/Crusader  'Day  will  take  place  supply  its  own  equipment  and  meals, 
at  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  on  This  would  need  to  be  arranged  for  by 
April  25  from  9  a.m.  until  3  p.m.  April  10.  at  $1  extra  per  person.  For 
Program  personalities  will  include  more  Unormation  about  mi*  contact 
Phil  Dunaway,  missionary  to  Brazil,  Dan  West,  manager,  Central  Hills 
now  on  furlough,  and  Mark  Alexander,  Bax  723,  Kosciusko,  MS  39090  (phone 
retired  missionary  to  Argentina.  289-9730). 


May  15-16, 1992 
Calvary  Baptist  Church, 
Jackson 


Lottie  Moon 
goals 

has  met  its  goal  of  $3,000.  The  total  as  ^ 

of  March  22,  is  $3,001.13.  John  and  Claire  Barlow  \ 

Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City,  BarloWS  help  plant 
set  $800  as  its  goal  for  the  Annie  Arm-  r  r  •  —  - 

strnne  Raster  Offering  Durinv  the  CUUrCU  1U 


Philippines 

^  ™ John  and  Claire  Barlow,  Morrison 

revived,  t^t  goal  was  met  Tbtal  con-  Heights  Church,  Clinton,  served  in 

W  '  '  m  ^ ^  yCar  S  0  nng  WCre  D.gls  Southern  Baptist  Church, 

!  \  E  ti  *i,ui.uu.-  -  Digos,  Davao  del  Sur,  Philippines, 

fw  *  ’fL  L  V  The  Cooperative  Program  of  giving  March  5-17.  This  partnership 

*  WSh  Hi  S  ■  was  introduced  by  the  Convention  in  evangelism  crusade  was  sponsored 

These  are  the  new  officers  of  the  Mississippi  Baptibt  Church  Music  Conference.  1925  to  provide  financial  support  for  through  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  by 
From  left  they  are  Clyde  Carraway,  president-elect,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  all  of  the  projects  it  sponsored.  This  the  Tennessee  Baptist  Convention. 
Lucedale;  Ray  Burke,  secretary-treasurer,  minister  of  music  at  First  Church,  Amory;  was  considered  one  of  the  most  for-  The  primary  area  of  work  was  in 
and  Lewis  Oswalt,  president,  faculty  member  at  Mississippi  College.  Not  pictured  ward  steps  in  the  development  of  church  planting.  Salvador  Salana  is 
is  Allen  Harris,  vice  president,  minister  of  music  at  North  Oxford  Church,  Oxford.  Christian  programs  of  service.  pastor  of  Digos  Southern  Baptist 

Church. 


April  13. 1992. 


Refer  to  the  awards  entry  form 
for  detailed  information  or  contact 


Broadcast  Services, 
Phone:  601-968-3800 


Just  for  the  Record 


in  a 

n*.,  urill  VmAm  million 


eaniaia  sunoay,  Apru  iz,  uunngme  ^  sevenl  ^ 

morning  worship  service  The  tist  Mission  no  miss.onanS 

mus,“1  2*  available  to  work  in  Cholburi  Pro- 

created  and  arranged  by  Ed  KeeTTe  vj^e  since  missionaries  Bob  and 
choir  is  under  the  direction  of  Stephen  Maxine  Stewart  live  in  a  neighboring 
Bath  D^  U^evening  worship  provinc€,  chacheungsao,  Bob  wai 
hour  AP^12’,theICh^?n  s  asked  to  serve  as  areachurch  planter 

PT®*fnt  ?astef  "j0^.  Th5y  *reunder  and  missionary  advisor  at  the  two 
the  direction  of  Janice  Bath  established  churches  in  Cholburi  Pro- 

tii  vince  along  with  his  other  work  — 
First  Church,  Ocean  Springs,  will  part-time  evangelist  at  the  Bangkla 
have  a  note  burning  praise  service  on  Baptist  Hospital  missionary  advisor 
Sunday,  April  12,  following  a  covered-  af  the  Chacheungsao  Baptist  Church ; 
dish  luncheon  in  the  activities  church  planter  for  the  western  half  of 
building.  This  note  burning  celebrates  ChacheJingsao  Province ;  director  of 
the  final  payment  on  the  $250,000  bor-  Baptist  Leadership  Training ;  editor  of 
rowed  to  build  the  present  sanctuary  the  Provincial  Baptist  News  paper. 
The  church  has  just  finished  a  long  etc. 

range  planning  project  and  is  in  the  (jn  his  birthday,  Bob  received  a 
midst  of  beginning  renovations  to  ex-  “Charlie  Brown”  biHhday  card  from 
isting  educational  facilities,  updating  his  sister  with  the  greeting,  "Brother, 
office  facilities,  and  enhancing  the  you’re  one  in  a  million!”  “Of  course, 
worship  area.  In  addition  to  these  j  appreciated  her  sentiments,”  said 
planned  projects,  the  church  has  in  gob  “but  then  I  thought  some  more  • 
the  last  year  purchased  a.  three  about  words,  and  about  the  population 
manual  Allen  Organ,  new  Baptist  figures  for  Cholburi  and 
Hymnals  (1991  ed.),  and  a  40  Chacheungsao  provinces.  I  was 
passenger  air-conditioned  Blue  Bird  almost  overwhelmed  by  the  fact  that 
Bus.  Paul  D.  Aultman  has  served  as  i  actually  was  THE  ONLY  missionary 
pastor  for  the  past  27  years  and  is  preacher,  of  any  denomination, 
assisted  by  Larry  Futral,  minister  of  among  a  population  of  over  a  million 
music  and  activities  (nine  years),  and  people!” 

Bruce  Hennington,  minister  of  educa-  Now  four  missionary  couples  work 
tion  and  youth  (five  years).  in  Cholburi  Province,  and  a  new  cou- 


FACTORY  DIRECT 

TOU  FREE  NATIONWIDE 

FVSERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CO 
3511  HDCSON  PKE  •  CHATTANOOGA.  TN  37«15j 


OLD  BIBLES  REBOUND 

A  price,  binding  and  style  to  meet  every 
need.  Quality  workmanship  guaranteed. 
Write  for  illustrated  price  folder. 
"Internationally  known  apacialiats" 

NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  CO. 

toi  305-C  —  Greenwood,  Mtse.  30930 


Convention  board  member  Don  Stanfill,  left,  presents  a  check  for  $600  to  Cayce 
Church,  Marshall  Association,  to  J.  W.  Armour,  Virginia  Armour,  Lamar  Lester,  Billy 
Armour,  Barbara  Mitchell,  and  Billy  Mitchell,  pastor.  The  money  is  tor  church  building 
aid  and  comes  from  the  Margaret  Lackey  Offering  for  State  Missions.  The  church 
broke  ground  for  its  new  building  on  March  7. 


NEW  &  USED  (800)  366-1716 


Loading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks  manuscripts 
of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fiction,  poetry,  scholarly 
and  juvenile  works,  etc  New  authors  welcomed 
Send  for  free,  illustrated  32-page  brochure  H-101 
Vantage  Press.  516  W  34  St  .  New  York.  N  Y  10001 


Steeples 

Rantktrirc  WLM 


Baptistries 
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Thursday.  April  9,  1992 


Thai  nurse  asks  for  ‘Bible  classes 


Pastor  Joe  Young  baptizes  a  new  convert  as  another  awaits  baptism  The  portable 
baptistry  was  built  by  a  Calvary  member,  Joe  Harmon,  who  is  director  of  maintenance 
at  Mississippi  State  Penitentiary.  It  was  constructed  from  the  inside  of  an  abandon¬ 
ed  deep-freeze  with  a  cabinet  built  around  it.  Valuable  space  in  the  crowded  building 
was  conserved  for  Sunday  School  classes. 


GET  MORE  FOR  YOUR  MONEY 

_  WITH 

PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

W  INSURANCE  COMPANY 


♦  In-House  Claim  Service  ♦  15%  Premiere  Discount  For  Violation  & 

♦  No  Fault  Medical  &  Loss  Of  Income  Accident-Free  For  3  Years 

Protection  ♦  Special  Rate  For  Nondrinkers  And  Nonsmokers 

♦  No  Depreciation  On  New  Car  For  90  Days  ♦  20%  Good  Student  Credits 

AUTO  •  HOME  •  LIFE  •  HEALTH  •  CHURCH 

Contact  Your  Local  Agent 


IACKSON 
jerry  Kirk 
371-1846 


SOUTHAVEN 
Gay  Hudson 
342-2034 


PEARL 
Andy  Eaton 


TUPELO 
Eddie  Sullivan 
844-4065 


MERIDIAN 
Sandra  Little 
482-8868 


SOUTHAVEN 
Allen  Parnell 
342-2034 


HATTIESBURG 
Ronnie  Hill 
544-6112 


Carpentry  skills 
are  needed 
for  “Jericho’' 


FOR  SALE :  Used  PEWS  fair  con 
dition;  portable  baptistry  gooc 
condition.  Contact  (601'  563-9429. 


ATLANTA  (BP)  —  You  don’t  have 
to  be  the  son  of  a  carpenter  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  missions  this  year  at  Jericho 
but  some  carpentry  skills  are  needed. 

Visitors  to  the  annual  missions  fairs 
at  Glorieta.  N.M.,  and  Ridgecrest, 
N.C-,'  can  help  build  pews,  pulpits,  and 
tables  for  two  mission  churches  dur¬ 
ing  the  annual  festivals,  project 
organizers  said. 

The  project  began  last  year  as 
volunteers  tried  to  build  at  least  one 
piece  of  furniture  for  60  churches,  said 
Elmer  Goble,  short-term  missions 
volunteer  coordinator  for  the  Southern 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board. 

This  year  the  program  was 
modified  to  equip  one  overseas  church 
and  one  church  in  America  with 
pulpits,  portable  lecterns,  pews  and 
Loid's  Supper  tables,  Goble  said. 

Workers  at.  Ridgecrest  will  build 
furniture  for  Canaan  Baptist  Church 
in  Queens,  N.Y.,  Goble  said. 

Workers  in  Glorieta  will  build  pews 
for  the  Church  of  the  Good  Pastor  in 
Praxedis,  Mexico,  in  the  Rio  Grande 
valley,  said  M.  B.  Howard,  of  the 
Brotherhood  Commission  in  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn 


For  just  $25  sec  the  PASSION 
PLAY  and  stay  at  Keller's  Country 
Dorm  Resort  for  groups  of  12-160, 
in  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.  Air- 
conditioned  lodging,  swimming,  $9 
tickets,  cheeseburger  cookout, 
dessert  and  breakfast  —  all  includ¬ 
ed!  Call  501/253-8418  today! 


GULFPORT 
Kent  Johnson 


TUPELO 
Talmadge  Smith 
844-4065 


COLUMBUS 


NEW  ALBANY 
James  Rhea 
534-2108 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers.  P.  O.  Box  186,  Meridian. 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 
(601)  693-4451. 


“We  Built  A  Career  Just  For  You” 
Preferred  Risk  Insurance  is  expanding  in 
Mississippi.  We  are  seeking  outstanding 
individuals  in  Columbus,  Jackson,  Meridian 
Southaven  and  Tupelo.  No  experience  is 
necessary.  Give  Dennis  Basden  a  call. 


POSITION  OPEN-MINISTER  of 
Education.  Parkview  Baptist,  one 
of  the  leading  churches  in  Loui¬ 
siana.  is  seeking  an  experienced 
minister  of  education.  Candidates 
must  have  had  at  least  five  years 
in  a  medium  to  large  church  with 
total  educational  responsfMttties 
for  all  age  levels  and  be  innovative 
in  finding  ways  to  reach  adults. 
Our  current  attendance  level  is  ap¬ 
proximately  1100.  Send  resuml  to 
Parkview  Baptist  Church.  Educa¬ 
tion  Search  Committee,  11795  Jef¬ 
ferson  Hwy„  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70816. 


IACKSON 
Faye  Channel! 
371-1846 


SALES  MANAGER 

Dennis  Basden 
932-2339 


m  PREFERRED  RISK  MUTUAL 

A  Member  of  Preferred  Risk  Group 
Home  Office:  West  Des  Moines.  Iowa 

America’s  nondrinkers  insurance  companyl 


V  •  »  ■  •»  •*  a  •• 

Life  and  Work  Bible  Book 

Sharing  in  the  triumph  Concern  for  the  Corinthians 


Uniform 

Christ  died  for  you 


By  Lola  M.  Autry 
Matthew  24:57-27:56 


By  Charles  Nestor 
H  Corinthians  1:12-17 


By  Bobby  Williamson 
Mark  15:22-39 


In  this  day  we  often  hear  the  call  for  blood  donations  that 
lives  might  be  saved.  This  blood  is  a  wonderful  gift,  and 
many  are  with  us  today  because  of  someone’s  sacrificial 
giving  of  it  Jesus  gave  his  blood,  not  that  himnn  fife  could 
be  extended  on  this  earth,  but  that  through  his  sacrifice  — 
die  shedding  of  his  blood  on  the  cross  —  fife  could  be  ex¬ 
tended  through  eternity  for  all  who  believe  on  him.  Jesus’ 
suffering  and  death  were  gifts  to  sinful  man.  His  resurrec¬ 
tion  was  triumph  in  its  greatest  form.  Let’s  look  at  this  Mes- 
siab-King  who  suffered  and  died  for  us;  with  whom  we  can 
share  in  die  triumph  of  his  kingdom  by  accepting  him  as 
Savior.  — 

Jesus  declares  his  identity  to  Caiaphas  (26:63-64).  As 
the  focal  passage  of  our  lesson  begins,  we  find  Jesus  before 
the  high  priest  Caiaphas,  who  is  astonished  that  Jesus  has 
answered  nothing  to  his  accusers.  Caiaphas  adjured  or 
charged  Jesus  by  the  living  God  to  apeak;  to  tell  whether  he 
was  the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God.  Jesus  said  he  was. 

He  did  not  stop  at  that.  He  said,  “Hereafter  shall  ye  see  the 
Son  of  Man  sitting  on  the  right  hand  of  power,  and  coming 
in  the  clouds  of  heaven.” 

The  council  condemns  Jesus  to  death  (26:65-66).  After 
Jesus’  words,  die  high  priest  tore  his  clothes.  He  accused 
Jesus  of  blasphemy,  of  speaking  irreverently  of  God,  and 
dismissed  the  need  for  witnesses.  Turning  to  those  mound, 
he  asked  uselessly,  “What  think  ye?”  Like  many  of  us,  he 
(fid  not  want  all  the  responsibility  concerning  Jesus.  We, 
too,  accuse  Jesus  when  we  refuse  his  offer  of  salvation. 
Often-used  excuses  are:  “I  don’t  need  Jesus.  I’m  as  good  as 
any  Christian  I’ve  known;”  or,  “A  lot  of  Christians  are  hyp¬ 
ocrites,  I  don’t  need  that”  These  lame  excuses  belabor  the 
point  Like  Caiaphas,  they  are  condemning  him  without 
proper  trial. 

Jesus  is  ridiculed  while  hanging  on  the  cross  (27:39- 
42),  Have  you  ever  had  your  attempts  at  helping  someone 
ridiculed?  How  did  you  feel?  Like  quitting?  Like  spitting 
words  back?  Like  saying,  “What’s  the  use?”  Jesus’  accusers 
mocked  him  while  be  hung  on  the  cross,  dying  for 
mankind’s  sins.  Not  one  good  thing  is  recorded  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures  as  having  been  said  about  him  while  he  bung  there.  In¬ 
stead,  be  was  jeered  and  taunted  and  reviled. 

Jesus  cries  out  to  God  (27:46).  At  about  die  ninth  hour 
(near  three  o’clock),  Jesus  suddenly  called  out,  “My  God, 
my  God,  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me?” 

When  Jesus’  soul  was  first  troubled,  a  voice  from  heaven 
comforted  him.  During  his  time  of  agony  in  the  garden  a 
heavenly  angel  strengthened  him.  But  now,  God  the  Father 
hid  his  face  from  Jesus  to  allow  Jesus  to  bear  all  mankind’s 
sin.  Jesuspaid  the  terrible  price  that  was  necessary  that  we 
might  be  forgiven  by  holy  God.  Note  that  even  in  being  for¬ 
saken  by  God,  Jesus  still  called  him  “my  God.”  In  the 
depths  of  all  suffering  God  was  still  “mine”  to  Jesus. 

The  Roman  centurion  declares  Jesus’  identity  (27:54). 
Jews  standing  near  the  cross  may  not  have  been  impressed, 
but  the  centurion  and  those  with  him  were.  They  were  con¬ 
vinced  that  Jesus  was  God’s  Son.  Are  you  convinced?  Read 
the  Scripture  lesson  —  all  of  it  Only  God  and  the  Son  of 
God  could  have  produced  what  happened  during  this  time. 

A  friend  of  mine,  ill,  weak,  emaciated,  read  the  story  and 
believed.  She  was  so  skinny  that  her  knees  taut  when  she 
tried  to  kneel.  But  she  put  newspaper  on  the  floor  and  a  pil¬ 
low  on  top  of  it  There,  on  her  bony  knees,  hurling  physical¬ 
ly,  she  thought  of  the  so  much  more  physical  hurt  of  Jesus. 
She  prayed  and  became  his  because  of  what  be  did  for  her. 
He  md  the  same  for  you  and  me.  He  says,  “Only  believe.” 
That  is  Us  invitation  to  share  in  the  triumph  of  his  kingdom. 

Autry  lives  at  Hickory  Flat*  and  is  a  member  of  Pine 
Grove  Church. 


Paul  deals  with  some  specific  relationship  problems  in  the 
church  at  Corinth.  This  was  his  reason  for  writing  die  letter. 
There  were  people  who  were  attempting  to  slander  Paul;  to 
say  he  was  not  sincere.  He  speaks  of  his  desire  to  visit 
Corinth  and  explain  his  reasons  for  not  coming.  He  con¬ 
cludes  by  giving  thanks  to  God  for  the  ministry  being  ac¬ 
complished  through  his  life. 

1.  The  sincerity  of  Paul’s  actions  (1:12-14).  Apparently 
there  were  those  claiming  Paul  was  not  sincere  in  Us  min¬ 
istry.  Paul  responds  that  he  had  lived  with  the  holiness  and 
purity  of  God.  He  was  not  hiding  anything  from  them.  Then 
there  were  those  who  apparently  accused  him  of  hidden 
motives.  In  Us  response  he  states  that  Us  whole  life  is  con¬ 
trolled  by  the  grace  of  God.  There  were  those  who  claimed 
Us  letters  (fid  not  communicate  what  he  actually  said. 

Again,  Paul  defends  himself  by  declaring  he  had  not  hidden 
anything  in  Us  letters. 

Paul  provides  some  admirable  qualities  of  life.  There 
were  no  Udden  actions,  motives,  or  meanings  in  Us  life  and 
ministry.  Christians  are  to  practice  a  lifestyle  that  honors 
Christ  We  should  be  careful  of  our  conversation  regarding 
others.  The  tongue  is  a  powerful  instrument  If  it  is  used 
wrongly,  it  can  destroy  another  life.  “If  anyone  does  not 
stumble  in  what  he  says,  he  is  a  perfect  man,  able  to  bridle 
the  whole  body  as  well”(James  3:2).  Paul  was  encountering 
critical  words  about  his  life  motives.  However,  he  was  not 
overcome  by  such  false  accusations  because  Christ  lived  in 
Us  fife. 

2.  Paul’s  genuine  intention  to  visit  Corinth  (1:15-16). 
Paul  had  full  intent  of  visiting  Corinth  on  Us  way  from 
Ephesus  to  Macedonia  and  on  his  way  from  Macedonia  to 
Judea.  This  would  give  him  two  opportunities  to  minister 
through  preaching  and  teaching.  Due  to  misunderstandings 
that  developed,  Paul  did  not  consider  this  to  be  the  right 
tune  to  visit.  That  decision  led  Us  critics  to  claim  he  had 
never  intended  to  visit  them.  They  advocated  that  if  they 
could  not  trust  him  in  matters  of  this  nature,perhapfi  they 
could  not  trust  him  in  the  spiritual  matters.  Tnis  is  a  good  il¬ 
lustration  of  how  often  Satan  attempts  to  divert  the  work  of 
the  church.  His  favorite  channel  is  to  stir  up  controversy 
among  the  family.  Paul’s  intent  was  sincere.  That  should  be 
the  basis  for  all  work  in  the  church  today. 

3.  Paul’s  reason  for  not  visiting  Corinth  (2:1-4).  The 
situation  at  Corinth  was  not  good.  There  was  die  problem  of 
party  divisions.  Some  denied  the  authority  of  Paul.  He  tried 
to  help  by  making  a  visit  to  the  church.  However,  die  visit 
just  made  the  problem  worse.  This  was  heartbreaking  for 
Paul.  He  wrote  them  a  serious  letter  of  rebuke,  written  with 
great  sorrow.  He  knew  that  another  visit  at  this  time  would 
only  worsen  their  relationship.  He  preferred  to  wait  for  the 
situation  to  improve.  Paul’s  example  in  dealing  with  the 
church  at  Corinth  demonstrates  the  Christian  attitude  in  per¬ 
sonal  relationships.  Our  mission  is  to  encourage  spiritual 
growth;  not  to  be  a  hindrance. 

4.  Paul’s  thanksgiving  for  God  working  through  him 
(2:14-17).  There  "’ere  problems  at  Corinth  but  there  were 
also  great  victories.  Paul  gave  thanks  for  them.  He  uses  the 
image  of  the  Roman  general  returning  in  triumph  from  bat¬ 
tle.  Paul  rejoiced  for  the  accomplishments  that  bring  glory 
to  God.  The  gospel  is  a  sweet  savor  to  those  who  accept 
Christ:  everlasting  life.  However,  it  is  the  promise  of  doom 
to  those  that  do  not  believe.  The  ministry  of  sharing  the 
gospel  is  an  urgent  one.  We  must  take  every  opportunity  to 
present  the  love  and  grace  of  God.  There  is  victory  through 
Christ. 

There  were  those  who  claimed  Paul  was  not  fit  to  preach 
Christ  Some  said  that  he  used  the  gospel  for  personal  gain. 
Paul  knew  his  motives  were  pure,  and  his  message  was 
from  God.  He  (fid  not  fear  the  criticism  of  men  because  be 
had  the  approval  of  Christ  This  is  the  manner  by  which  we 
are  to  serve.  We  are  not  to  be  controlled  by  our  critics.  Our 
victory  is  in  fulfilling  God’s  plan  for  us  in  Christ  It  is  bis 
approval  about  which  we  are  to  be  concerned.  Thank  him 
for  the  victories  we  have  in  Christ.  Thank  him  for  our 
Christian  opportunity  of  service.  Give  him  your  life  today. 
He  knows  how  to  use  it 

Nestor  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Bruce. 


I  often  think  of  how  Jesus  must  have  felt  and  what  he 
must  have  been  thinking  as  he  bung  on  Calvary’s  cross.  I 
have  also  had  to  reshape  many  of  my  thoughts  about  his 
death  on  the  cross  in  recent  years.  For  some  reason  I  had 
long  thought  in  terms  of  Jesus  being  a  victim,  and  in  a 
sense  he  certainly  was.  But  in  the  plan  of  God,  Jesus  was 
not  a  victim,  but  a  volunteer.  As  God  scanned  the  hal¬ 
lowed  halls  of  heaven  I  envision  Jesus  stepping  to  the 
forefront  saying,  “I’ll  go,  I’ll  be  the  Savior  of  the  world.” 
Jesus  Christ,  the  volunteer,  not  the  victim.  How  did  all  of 
this  come  about?  In  our  lesson  this  week  we  finrl  the 
story  of  the  crucifixion. 

1.  Jesus  brought  before  Pilate  (15:1-5).  We  find  in 
these  first  five  verses  the  tone  of  these  events  in  the  life 
of  Jesus  being  set  Jesus  has  now  been  brought  before  Pi¬ 
late.  Many  accusations  were  being  made  by  the  chief 
priest  Pilate  gives  Jesus  an  opportunity  to  respond  to 
these  accusations.  Jesus  did  not  respond  to  these  chief 
priest  instead,  the  Bible  says,  “Jesus  made  no  further  an¬ 
swer.”  Why?  Jesus  was  following  God’s  plan  for  his  fife, 
and  his  death.  Jesus  was  a  volunteer,  not  a  victim. 

2.  Barabbas’  release  and  Jesus’  sentencing  (15:6-15). 
Once  again  the  world  had  an  opportunity  to  do  the  right 
thing.  They  could  have  released  Jesus,  but  instead  they 
released  a  guilty  man,  and  sent  Jesus  to  the  cross.  There 
is  a  strong  message  in  this  for  each  of  us.  We  are  the 
Barabbas  for  whom  Jesus  died.  He  went  to  the  cross  for 
each  of  us.  The  song  says,  “We  owed  a  price  we  could 
not  pay,  he  payed  a  price  he  did  not  owe.”  We  must  each 
realize  that  it  was  not  just  the  sins  of  that  day  that  sent 
Jesus  to  the  cross,  but  the  sins  of  each  of  us. 

3.  The  soldiers’  shameful  treatment  of  Jesus  (15:6- 
15).  We  are  very  quick  to  be  so  critical  of  these  soldiers, 
and  rightfully  so.  But  we  should  realize  also  that  we  treat 
Jesus  shamefully  when  we  as  Christians  do  those  things 
which  do  not  honor  God.  As  Christians  we  should  carry 
our  witness  for  Jesus  everywhere  we  go.  Is  it  not  true  that 
sometimes  our  witness  is  a  negative  witness  rather  than  a 
positive  witness?  Is  this  any  way  to  treat  Jesus?  As  we 
are  quick  to  be  critical  of  the  Roman  soldiers,  let  us  also 
be  sensitive  to  the  many  ways  we  sometimes  treat  Jesus. 

4.  The  crucifixion  (15:20-32).  The  Roman  soldiers  led 
Jesus  to  Golgotha  and  crucified  him  at  the  third  hour. 

Here  we  find  a  stark,  terse  statement:  “They  crucified 
him.”  This  should  impress  upon  each  of  us  the  awful 
price  that  Jesus  paid  for  our  redemption.  The  question 
ofteh  arises,  “If  Jesus  has  redeemed  us,  why  don’t  we  live 
more  redeemed?” 

5.  Jesus’  death.  There  are  many  things  we  should  point 
out  about  the  death  of  Jesus.  The  accusation  posted  on 
Jesus’  cross  was  that  he  claimed  to  be  king  of  the  Jews 
(v.  26).  Jesus  did  not  want  to  be  the  long  of  some  politi¬ 
cal  kingdom,  be  wanted  to  be  the  king  of  their  hearts. 

Jesus  also  died  on  the  cross  between  two  thieves.  In  other 
words,  he  died  with  little  human  support  We  should  be 
more  aware  that  we  need  to  support  those  who  have 
needs  in  their  fives,  especially  during  the  difficult  days. 

In  verses  37,  39  the  Bible  says  he  “gave  tq)  foe  ghost.” 
This  literally  means  be  “breathed  out"  or  he  “died”  This 
is  what  Jesus  did  for  us.  He  literally  died  on  Calvary’s 
cross,  so  that  he  might  save  all  who  will  respond  to  him 
in  faith. 

As  we  are  in  this  Easter  season,  let  us  remember  that 
Jesus  willingly  died  on  the  cross  in  order  to  redeem  all 
people  who  will  respond  to  him  in  repentance  and  faith, 
what  does  Christ’s  death  mean  to  you?  Let  us  commit  to 
tell  others  about  Christ’s  death  for  them,  and  that  Jesus 
wants  to  give  them  fife  more  abundant  and  free. - ; - 

Williamson  is  pastor,  Park  Place  Church,  Brandon. 


'  CHRISTIAN  SCIENCE  CHURCH’S  TOP  OFFICIALS  QUIT  IN 
SCANDAL :  Boston,  Mass.  (EP)  —  The  chairman  and  several  top  offi¬ 
cials  of  the  Christian  Science  Church  resigned  March  9  in  a  scandal 
that  included  the  use  of  pension  funds  to  prop  up  the  church's  newspa- 


•,  which  is  losing  $13  million  per  year.  It  also  said  it  used  the  money  “Jesus  is  not  dead,  ’cause  I  feel  him  in  my  heart,  sing  GAs  at  Camp  Garaywa. 

toy  for  its  cable  TV  station,  the  Monitor  Channel,  which  went  on  the  .  An  .  ‘  TTT  1 

GAs  make  a  difference  Tor  All  the  World 

"■  .""if5  Z!  MKdiK-aanllHkB-da  puppet  Kama,  the  Centrel  Hills  alia.  "Bubble.”  the  clowo: 

Retreat,  GA  Day  re*istere7SJ5  dJjd  uang  the  theme,  “You  Are  Dear  Helen.  • 

GAs  from  across  the  state.  The  the  Love.”  “You  Are  the  Joy”  was  Thank  you  for  the  day  at  Central 

HrhZ?h  l^Irularmedhi  themc  was  “For  M  «**  World,”  the  portion  of  the  song  used  by  Hills!  It  was  a  great  day!  I  must 

"JJ "fhhJL  dZouhhratiZofa  taken  ftem  a  Sandi  Patti  song.  BettY  Hudson,  “Bubbles”  the  tell  you  that  one  of  the  GA  mothers 

tUnt  entente?  eaaJZTuL  Christ  hZk  ta*  To  interpret  the  song,  the  program  «lown,  at  the  lakeside.  Dottie  called  me  on  Tuesday  after  we  got 

Williamson,  church  planter  with  back  to  tell  me  that  her  8-year-old 
the  Home  Mission  Board,  conclud-  GA  had  been  saved  on  Sunday 
ed  the  theme  with  the  portion,  night  because  of  one  of  the  gospel 
“You  Are  the  Hope,”  at  the  camp-  illusions  "Bubbles"  did  that  made 
lunity  College  fire.  The  finale  included  using  the  that  little  GA  realize  she  had  never 
earth  ball.  Babbles  leading  the  asked  Jesus  into  her  heart. 
entire  group  in  sign  language  of  It  was  a  real  thrill  for  me.  I  so 

the  theme  song  chorus,  prayer,  and  seldom  get  any  personal  feedback 

1  120  girls  gO  to  Camp  a  helium  balloon  release.  GAs  about  REAL  results.  I  truly  am 

’  “  ®  ^  were  told  that  they  were  the  hope,  praising  God,  knowing  that  clown- 

Garaywa  GA  Day  peace,  love,  and  joy  “for  all  the  ing  for  my  Lord  does  bring  real 

world,  to  go  and  make  a  differ-  -  results. 

GAs  were  1,120  strong  on  Mar.  ence.  ”  Thanks  again  for  the  wonderful 

28  for  GA  Day  at  Camp  Garaywa.  Helen  Price,  GA  summer  camp  day.  T  m  sure  you  will  give  thanks 
GAs  and  their  leaders  from  all  director,  was  coordinator  for  GA  for  Ashley  who  is  now  our  little 
over  Mississippi  celebrated  the  Day  with  die  assistance  of  Marjean  sister  in  Christ. 
theme,“Hope  Set  High,”  from  the  Patterson,  WMU  executive  direc-  Betty  Hudson 

Amy  Grant  song.  Helen  Price,  GA  tor,  and  Jan  Cossitt,  state  Acteen  "Bubbles,"  a  clown  for  Christ 

summer  camp  director.  Bob  Dent,  consultant  Helen  received  the  fd- 

&  Sc  “to  iText^ou  to  r-^eitog  Camp  Gartywa  manager  and  Jan  lowing  letter  ftom  Betty  Hudson, 

which  .asn;.  generally  accepred  before."  In  making  ihei,  decistty,  jus-  ^SLed TOevemr"3"'  M| 

ticcs  suggested  mat  legislation  win  oe  necessary  to  cianrv  amniguiues  in  j  .  ■ 

the  law.  Program  personalities  helped  to 

interpret  the  theme.  Dwayne  Doyle  jUr  ^  ‘-Sr  MwJ 

and  Rowland  Hall  led  the  mission  jipal  .imHHHwMKMMB 
SOUTHERN  BAPTISTS  STARTED  1.02 7  NEW  MISSIONS  IN  emphasis  at  the  fireplace  using  the 
1991:  SAN  ANTONIO,  Texas 


rejected  by  the  church  in  1947  because  its  content  is  so  contrary  to 

church  doctrine.  Critics  say  the  board  recently  decided  to  publish  die  ^ 

book  so  it  could  get  a  $97  million  bequest  left  by  its  author.  Bliss  Knapp, 

*  the  Northeast  Commi 

IRISH  COURT  EXPLAINS  DECISION  ALLOWING  14- YEAR-  Baptist  Student  Union  drama  and 
OLD  TO  HAVE  ABORTION:  DUBLIN,  Ireland  (EP)  —  Ireland’s 
Supreme  Court,  which  ruled  Feb.  26  that  a  14-year-old  girl  who  had 
bear  raped  could  go  to  Britain  for  an  abortion,  has  made  public  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  that  decision.  In  a  decision  joined  by  four  of  the  five  Supreme 
Court  justices,  the  court  ruled  that  abortion  was  permitted  when  “there  is 


Southern  Baptists  started  1  f)27  church-  portion  of  the  theme,  “See  the 
type  missions  last  year,  according  to  a  report  presented  to  a. national  Truth.”  Pam  Booth  used  drama 
conference  sponsored  by  the  Home  Mission  Board.  Although  the  number  and  mime  in  the  vespers  area  to 
of  church-type  missions  started  during  1991  was  a  slight  increase  over  interpret  the  theme,  “Do  My  Best” 
the  number  the  previous  year,  it  fell  far  short  of  the  HMB  goal  of  1  £00  In  the  auditorium,  Jennie  Ward 
new  missions  per  year.  In  1990  Southern  Baptists  started  1201  church-  and  Susan  Reeves  portrayed  “Pray 
type  missions.  In  1991  Texas  led  the  nation  with  191  new  congregations,  to  the  Father”  with  clowning  and 
Florida  ranked  second  with  89  new  missions  and  California  was  a  close  puppets.  The  finale  of  the  day’s 
third  with  87.  Other  leading  states  in  the  number  of  new  congregations  events  included  a  summary  of  the 
included  North  Carolina,  71;  Georgia,  69;  Virginia,  40;  Tennessee,  37;  overall  theme  song  for  the  entire 
Alabama,  29;  Mississippi,  28;  Kentucky.  26;  and  Oklahoma,  25.  group,  a  promotion  for  summer 


Tim  Moak  leads  GAs  in  music 
activities  at  GA  Dm/. 


EIGHT  YEARS  NURSING  ACCREDITATION  FOR  WILLIAM  The  theme  soi 
CAREY:  William  Carey  College  has  received  notification  that  its  bac-  and  rhantpd-  “If  i 
calauieate  degree  program  in  nursing  has  been  approved  for  continued  the  Truth,  be  the 
accreditation  for  eight  years  by  the  National  League  for  Nursing.  Col-  and  pray...  he  wil 
lege  officials  indicated  that  the  eight-year  approval  is  the  maximum  peri-  all  good  things 
od  an  institution  can  receive  re-accreditation  by  the  league,  which  sets  Jesus.” 
nation-wide  educational  standards  for  professional  nursing  programs. 

The  Division  of  Nursing  was  established  in  1968  when  the  college  estab-  I 
lished  a  relationship  with  Southern  Baptist  Hospital  of  New  Orleans, 

The  college  assumed  the  responsibility  of  operating  a  program  of  nuts-  BsflWaw 

ing  which  was  the  successor  to  the  well-known  Mather  School  of  Nurs-  jfi 


Bubbles  the  clown  teaches  sign 
language  with  the  help  of  Eric 
Williamson. 


HISPANIC  SEMINARY  SETS  DATES  FOR  SPANISH  LAN¬ 
GUAGE  SCHOOL:  Hispanic  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  is  again 
offering  its  Spanish  language  school  at  the  San  Antonio,  Texas  campus 
•*~June  2-July  10.  Each  year  this  unique  program  provides  an  opportunity 
to  learn  conversational  Spanish,  at  the  beginning  and  intermediate  lev¬ 
els,  with  special  emphasis  on  its  application  to  Christian  ministry  and 
vocahulary.The  final  week  of  school  will  feature  a  field  excursion  to  the 
Mexican  border  to  assist  the  work  of  the  Texas  Baptist  Rio  Grande  River 
Ministry.  The  HBTS  Spanish  Language  School  is  open  to  the  public  and 
tuition  is  free  to  Texas  Baptists.  Tuition  for  out-of-state  or  non-Baptist 
registrants  is  $300.  Dormitory  housing  is  available  at  the  seminary  cam¬ 
pus  for  $200  per  person  for  The  entire  six-week  term.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  or  to  register  for  the  HBTS  Spanish  Language  School,  call  (512) 
924-4338. 
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